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ToLSDO,  Ohio,  March  31,  tSgUr/ 
Mv  Dear  Mr*  Anderson  : 

Misfht  I  venture  to  request  that  youf  recent  series 
of  sermons  to  young  women  be  arranged  in  some 
permanent  form,  for  publication  ? 

I  received,  personally,,  much  benefit  {ypm  them, 
and  I  feel  that  there  are  many  who,  in  the  posses- 
sion of  these  sermons,  would  gain  both  help  and 
inspiration. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

Charu)TTE  L.  YAI.E, 
Secretary-  Young  .Woman's  Christian  Association. 


■•:•■:■■'■■    ■■:-•  :■     \ 

-  PREFACE. 

■'■•■■■ 
These  four  sermons  were  prepared  at  the 

^re(3|uest  of  the  Young  Women's  Christian 

Association  of  Toledo,  and  were  written 

,  with  a  view  to  delivery'  in  the  pulpit,  and 

not  for  publication..    The  accompanying 

letter  explains  their  appearance  in  print. 

One  is  no^  always  aware  of  the  sources 
from  which  he  derives  his  ideas  and  faicts; 
but  the  writet  hereby  acknowledges  his 
special  indebtedness  to  Dr.  McQlure's  fas*^ 
cinating  little  book  on  "  Possibilities,"  from 
which,  many  Tof  the  incidents  presented  in 
these  sermons  have  been  taken. 

May  these  messages  be  used  of  God,  to 
guide  aivd  cheer  some  who  may  not  have 
heard  them. 


S.  G.  Anderson. 


Toledo,  Ohio. 
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Woman's  Sphere  and  Influence. 

QKN.  3:i8.— And  the  i,ord  God  aaid.  I  will  make 
himlan  helpmeet  for  hini. 

Gkn.  3:ao.— And  Adam  Called  his  wife's  name 
"  Hive,"  because  she  was  the  mother. 

L  '  ,  .  '     =■  • 

la  giving  these  four  sermons  to  young 

Vomen,  I  shall  not  attempt  to  go  into  the 
details  of  variousf  da^es,  giving  their  spe-" 
cial  difficulties,  trials  and  temptations,  but 
shall  aim  to  discuss  some  principles  of  life 
which  I  believe  lie  at  the  basis  of  all  suc- 
cessful %ing.  ,  -  . 
Others  have  written  upon  youngf  women 

in  th^  home,  in  society,  in  educational  cir- 
cles, in  business,  in  public  life,  and  in  many 
other  spheres  of  activity;  I  leave  you  to 
read  wljat  they  have  written  touching  upon 
your  special  place  in  life.  V 

The  discussion  this  morning  wilt  cover 
woman's  sphere,  her  influence  in  it;  and 

"thesoiirees  of  %er  strength.        "^"'^ 


'  '  f  I.    Hbr  Sphrrk. 

The  most  reliable  information  upon  this 
subject  is  found  in  Genesis,  the  record  of 
how  afid  why  woman  first  appeared  upon 
the  earth.  Whatever  else  may  be  written 
'  updn  this  subject,  and  whatever  outline  may 
be  suggested  as  to  woman's  place,  oqe  thing 
is  certain :  these'vwords  from  Genesis  con- 
stitute God's  charter  of  woman's  rights, 
duties,  and  liberties. 

.  It  is  clearly  made  known  in  these  texts 
that  God  and  Adam  both  saw  in  her  some- 
thing unique.  Qod's  purpose^ in  making 
her  was  not  to  duplicate,  but  make  a  coun- 
terpart of  hian.  *'  I  will  make  hini  an  help- 
meet for  him,"  is  equivalent  to  saying,  I 
will  make  him  an  helper  corres^nding  to 
his  needs,  one  without  whom  hjs  life  could 
not  be  at  its  be^.  She  shidl  be  what  he 
lacks,  supplying  his  defects,  rounding  out 
his  bne-sidedness,  balancing  his  weakness 
with  her  peculiarstrength.  She  is  like  him, 
but  not  his  duplicate.  She  is  unlike  him, 
but  they  two  together  .shall  complete  the 
order  of  human  life. 


^ien  A&m  saw^erlie  calledher^*^Isha,"       ^ 


V, 


woman,  as  he  had  beeii  calkd  "  Ish  "  man.. 
The  word  "  Isha"  m  tli^xtabove  i»  ttscd 
for  WiCe.  Adam  first  ctdi^d  her  wife,  and 
th^  added  another  name^"Eve,"  hecatue 
she  was  the  Mother  of  all  Kving. '  God  gave 
her  one  namie,  and  Adam  gave  her  two 
more ;  and  in  tU^se  three  worc^  we  have 
outlined  woman's  sphere :  Helper,  Wife  and 
Mother. 

Woman  was  the  k»t  unit  in  God's  crea- 
tion— its  crowning  glory.  It  is  safe  to  aay 
tlukt  she  holds  the  destinies  of  earth  in  her. 
grasp,  prummond  says  that  "nature  has 
never  produced  anything  since  she  nulde 
mothers."  It  is  (he  teaching  of  both  reve- 
lation and  experience,  science  and  reli^n, 
that  man  stands  in  this  world  for  strength, 
daring,  enterprise,  war,  defense,  law/right- 
eousness, head  power  and  muscle-  He  is  a 
rover,  a  thinker,  an  «:icecutor.        >  . 

Woman  stal^ds  for  home,  tenderness,  gen- ' 
tleness,  unselfish  love,  and  sacrificial  care. 
If  man  i^  represented  by  head  power  and 
muscle,  woman  will  be  represented  by  head 
power  afad  heart.  One  of  the  fine  suggest- 
ive things  in  literature  upon  the  origin  of 
le  life  is  DnimmoDd*s  two  cfaaptem  onr 

....  7         .- 


the  evolution  of  a  father  and  n^other.  The 
crowning  chapter  in  the  book  of  Proverbs, 
the  book  of  wisdom,  is  a  pen  picture  of  a 
Capable  woman,  the  queen  of  home. 

Now  whatever  may  result  from  necessity, 
or  from  conditions  in  life  over  which  she  ' 
has  no  control,  the  original  intention  with 
regard  tq  her,  as  indicated  bothm  revelation 
and  science,  is  that  h^rs  is  the  finer  work  of 
earth.'  Man  was  made  to  do  the  rougher, 
heavier  work  of  this  worldi.and  woman  to 
ornament  and  complete  it. 
'  Man  is  to  quarty  the  rock,  build  up  the 
foundations,  carry  up  the  bricks  and  mortar, 
and  put  the  material  structure  into  visible 
form.  But  th^  building  of  a  house  never 
made  a  home.  When  man  has  done  all  he 
can  do,  it  is  woman's  taste,  tenderness,  sen- 
timent and  love  that  make  it  a  home.  The 
spot  on  earth  that  reaches  nearest  to  heaven 
is  a  hSpe  where  Jesus  Christ  has  taught  the 
houselrold  how  to  love. 

Woman,  if  you  are  left  alone  in  this  world 
to  do  the  work  of  father  and  mother  both, 
do  it  manfully  as  best  you  can;  but  if  you 
Juure  your  choice  of  a  course  in  life,  take!_ 
that  of  your  nature.    It  will  be  your  best. 

■   ■■:  -  » 


'* 


Perhaps  it  is  because  my  education  has 
been  neglected  in  this  respect,  but  I  have 
never  been  able  to  enthbse  very  much  over 

'the  siibject  of  "Woman's  Rights,"  as  that* 
subject  is  currently  presented  to  us.  Many 
men  feel  that  as  the  subject  is  discussed 
woman  is  seeking  to  establish  the  identifi- 
cation of  the  sexes,  under  the  guise  of  estab- 
lishing the  equality  of  them.  She  is  trying 
to  make  woman  the  equal  of  man  in  his 
sphere,  instead  of  permitting  each  to  be  for- 
ever superior  to  the  other  in  his  respec- 
tive sphere.  The  only  rightful  contention 
there  can  be  is  for  the  casting  out  of  her 
pathway  whatever  there  is  in  the  prejudices 
of  society,  or  the  usages  of  oiur  civilizfition 
that  hinders  her  true  development  within 
her  own  sphere.  A  practical  wodd  is^ 
equally  out  of  sympathy  with  mannish 
women  and  efieminate  men.  . 

There  is  little  opportunity*  for  comparison, 
they  are  so  unlike.  Each  is  superior  to  the 
other  in  his  own  sphere.  A  woman  is  not 
a  man's  equal  layingH)rick  or  building  a 

:  railroad. .  A  man  is  not  a  woman's  equal 
directing  the  &feirs  of  a  household  or  caring 


for  the  ward  of  a  hospital.    If  the  occasion 


requires  muscular  ability,  man  is  superior; 
if  grace,  gentleness  and  beauty,  woman  is 
superior.  If  broad,  comprehensive,  logical 
thinking  is  required,  man  is  superior;  if 
alertness  and  intuitive  penetratiod  that 
arrives  at  truth  without  being  confined  to 
rules  of  logic,  then  woman  is  superior.  God 
has  clearly- marked  out  her  sphere  for  her. 
She  carries  the  finer  tools,  and  can  do  the 
more  delicate  work  of  life  if  she  will.  No 
greater  failures  have  ever  been  made  than 
when  men  and  women  have  tried  to  improve 
upon  God.  Our  greatest  possibilities  are  in 
the  line  of  our  natural  endowment. 


II.    "f^E  Possibilities  Open   to   Her 
Within  this  Sphere. 

f 

r        ' 

I.     I/ft  Commanding  Influence  in  History. 

,  Woman  has  made  some  of  the  truest 
and  deepest  lines  in  the  course  of  human 
events.  Whenever  a  great  man  has  come 
forward  to  guide  and  bles&  the  world,  we 
have  always  been  able  to  see  a  great  woman 
preceding  him.    God  gets  ready  for  great 


emergencies  by  getting  ready  a  great  man 


to  meet  them ;  this  hewdoes  by  first  sending 
a  woman  to  stamp  greatness  upon  the  man. 
Sometimes  emergencies  have  arisen  when 

'men  were  not  equal  to  the  occasion,  and 
women  have  stepped  in  and  saved  the  day. 
Debora  in  the  old  days  of  Israel,  and  Joan 
of  Arc  in,  later  history,  win  occur  to  you  at 
once,  ^hen  God  would  prepare  a  master 
to  (anT^'out  his  plans  for  ages  to  come.  He 
brought  a  young  Moabitess  up  'into  the 
plains  of  Bethlehem,  a  young  woman  of 

.  sterling  integrity,  intent  upon  following  the 
Hebrew's  God.  In  this  Ruth,  God  was  get- 
tii^  ready  for  David,  her  great-gn^tylson, 

'  the  historic  king  of  I^t^el  and  prototype  of 
the  Son  of  God.  Esther  is  wiser  and  keener 
than  Ahasuerus,  the  monarch  of  120  prov- 
inces, Extending  from  India  to  Ethiopia. 

Six  women  influenced  and  guided  Colum- 
bus, making  the  iMpr  world  possible.  How 
significant  this  fadR  ,  We  see  on  the  other 
side  or  the  Atlantic, 'a  woman,  under  protest 
of  her  councilors  and  the  wise  men  of  her 
court,  plucking  off  her  jewela^  that   the 

y  adventurer's  ships  might  sail.  We  see  the 
last  farewell  waved  by  a  woman,  the  Ave 

^Maria  and  the  Ora  pro  nobis  sent  on  the 


wifigs  of  thought  &Qm  the  tnaa  of  d^tiny 
t6  the  woman  wlio' moulded  it!  On  this 
side  the  ;ocean  'we  see  a  woman;  a  fisher- 
man's wife,  waving  her  torch  to  light  him 
to  the  new  world !  It  is  woman  making 
ber  marks  upon  the.  critical  mohients  of  the 
world's,  historj*. 

What  made  William  I.  such  a  power  in 
Germany?  The  virtues  of  Queen  Louise, 
of  Prussia,  his  mother,  pne  of  the  real, 
though  hidden  powers  of  Germany  to-day, 
is  the  memory  and  record  of  this  pious 
woman.  At  his  confiriffiation.  at,the  age  of 
eighteen,  William  said :  "  I  will  never  for- 
get the  virtues  of  the  late  queen,  my  mother. 
As  long  as  I  live  my  mother  shall  live  in 
my  heart  in  sweet,  affectionate  and  grateful 
recollections."  He  kept  his  word  so  well 
that  for  half  a  century  Louise  has  been  the 
ideal  and  the  idol  of  the  German  nation. 
The  power  behind  the  throne  in  public 
affairs  has  been  woman  far  oftener  than 
most  men  have  been  willing  to  admit.  One 
of  the  elements  which  Napoleon  feared  in 
France  was  the  influence  of  a  good  woman 
— Madame  de  Stael.  So  fearful  was  he  of 
her  powefTo  shape  the  career  or^publiT" 


men  for  good  that  he  'burned  hex;  writings 
and  banished  her  from  .France. 

Ip  all  history  there  has  been  a  presump- 
tion in  favor  of  woman's  beneficent  influ- 
ence, and  this  has  gone  a  long  way  toward' 
making  that  influence  possible.  She  has 
not  always  occupied  her  true  place*  but  it 
has  always  been  conceded  to  her  in  theory. 
The  world  has  always  had  a  good  opitiion 
of  women,  and  on  that  she  has  forced  her 
way  to  the  front,  and  has  compelled  man- 
kindcto  acknowledge  her  man's  equal,  which 
she  is.  The  Egyptians  |gave  to  the  spirit  of 
wisdom  the  form  of  a  woman.  The  Gteeks 
represented  the  highestVvirtues  by  women. 
Justice  and  Liberty  are  goddesses.  Shake- 
speare represents  that  the  catastrophe  of 
every  play  was  brought  about  by  the  fault 
or  folly  6f  men,  and  whenever  the  catastro- 
phe was  averted  if  was  b^  the  wit  or  wisdom 
of  woman.  King  Lear,  Othello,  The  Mer- 
chant of  Venice,  and  Romeo  and  Juliet  will 
illustrate  this  abundantly.  Shakespeare  has 
no  heroes'^  they  are  all  heroines.  He  has 
only  one  weak  woman,  Ophelia  in  Hamlet, 
and  only  three  bad  ones.  Lady  Macbeth, 
^Cegan  and  Goneril."" 


ij 


■  t 

2.    Her  Importance  in  the  Home.       -J 

We  should  be  ^inpfaasizing  an.old  tttith 
if  we  said  that  mothers  and  sisters  make  the 
homes,  and  that  the  home  is  the  thermom- 
eter of  national  life.  The  character,  integ- 
rity and  culture  of  our  public  men  are  very 
largely  the  woilc  of  women.  '"No  man," 
says  some  one,  "ever  amounted  to  anything 
who  did  not  embody  ;some  of  the  best  qual- 
ities of  his  mother."  It  is  also  claimed  that 
boys  brought  up  in  homes  where  there  are 
sistens  make  the  finer  men.  We<do  not 
always  discover  the  forces  that  contribute 
to  make  a  man  what  &e  is  until  he  comes 
out  into  public  life.  Try  to  write  a  brief 
sketch  of  the  men  who  have  figfured  in  the 
public  affiiirs  of  this  nation  leaving  out  the 
contribution  made  by  mother,  sister  or  wife, 
and  you  i/^U  not  proceed  far.  Dr!  Talcott 
Williams  of  Philadelphia  has  given  us  an 
interesting  summary  of  the'  lives  of  the 
mothers-  of  our  Presidents.  Eleven  of  the 
number,  neatiy  one-half,  were  from  homes ' 
of  refinement,  education,  and  a  fair  degree 
of  wealth.  The  other  half  struggled  with 
and  hardships  vaqringitt  degreed 


se^^erity/thoae  of  Jackson  and  Lincoln  in 
tlieir  frontier  e^>ieriences  being  the,  barest 
of  comfort  But  without  exception  these 
mothers  were  godly,  devout  women.  No 
man  has  become  President  of  this  republic 
without  bearing  thtf  memory  of  the  prayers 
taught.him  at  his  mother's  knee.  'Another 
significant  fact  in  this  connection  is  that 
more  than  half  of  our  Presidents  were  left 
fittherless  in  their  boyhood.  Every  one  of 
these  men  has  left  |iis  testimony  to  the 
value  of  the  training  he  received  from  his 
mother.  They  have  not  always,  perhaps 
seldom,  been  our  most  brilliant  or  our  great- 
est men ;  buf  our  people  as  a  nation  have 
alw;^ys  believed  them'  to  be  men  of  honest 
charact^  and  noble  purpose.  They  were 
Made  steadfast  in  principles  and  hekl  the 
respect  and  confidence  of  their  fellows 
because  of  the  sterling  woft)i  and  simple 
religious  faith  of 'the  mothers  who  trained 
them  for  their  country's  service.  i 

The  first  le^ns  in  honor,  truth,  rei?]^- 

erice  and  piety  are  learned  in  the  nursery. 

The  first  lessons  in  citizenship  are  learned 

in  the  family  circle'.-   In  Gdd's  wisdom  He 

-made  tt  home  and  surrounded  it  with  every-^ 


thing  sacred,  as  soot^  as  he  made  the  race. 
In  that  WQrd"  Home  "is  the  embodiment  of 
everything  dear  on  earth.  The  most  thrill- 
ing word,  in  speech  is  "Home."  The  deep- 
est emotions  and  the  sternest  energies  will 
be  called  forth  by  that  yvord.  Life  itself  isT 
a'secondary  matter  when  home  is  assailed. 
But  whatever  be  the  enemy,  whether  sin,  or 
savage  vifd^nce,  you  will  find  woman  occu- 
pying an  important  place  in  its  defense.  ^ 

At  the  battle  of  Bannockbum  and  the 
recapture  of  Stirling  Castle,  there  is  a  pic- 
ture of  one  portion  of  the  peasant  army  of 
''Scotland  that  illustrates  woman's  place  in  • 
the  defense  of  heme.  The  men  were  on  the 
hill  beating  down  the  advancing  host ;  the 
little  children  were  huddled  together  far  in 
the  rear,  waiting  in  fear  the  issue;  between 
them  and  the  men'of  war  were  the  wives, 
mothers  and  sisters  carrying  stones  in  their 

'  aprons  for  the  men  to  hurl  at  the  enemy. 

vThis  is  her  place  when  home  is  assailed. 
It  is  the  woman  jiist  out  of  sight  over  the 
hill  who  cheers  the  man,  and  places  the 
weapons  in  his  hands  with  which  to  beat 
awly  the  foe.    If  the  men  give  way,  the 

n^^iy  must  then  bwa^hw'  ctowS  ISe^e^te^  " 
reaches  her  home. 

16  '  ' 
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f  he  character.of  a  nome  is  found  oathe 
level  of  the  moral,  spiritual  and  intellectual 
fiber  of  the  woman  who  presides  over  it. 
What  is  the  home  life  of  France?  Tell  me 
that  anfl  I  Can  outline  much  of  her  history. 
What  is  it  in  Germany,  Great  Britain  and' 
America?  Therein  lies  one  secret  t^  their 
greatness.  The  England  of  to^ay  began 
with  a  Christian  wife  in  the  long  ago.  *  That 
is  a  beautiful  story  of  Ethelberga,  fhe  wife 
-«f  Ethelbert,  in  the  old  days  when  the  mis- 
sionary found  England  heathen.  She  was 
tender,  loving  and  pious  by  nature.  When 
she  received  the  light  herself  it  was  her  .sole 
ambition  to  win  her  king.  In  due  time  her 
efforts  were  rewarded,  she  saw  him  baptized 
into  a  new  kingdom,  and  there  began  the 
nation  that  lives  in  its  mighty  p^er  to-da)^ 
The  Christian  queens  of  Britain  have  bee^ 
its  real  rulers.  ' 

3.     VVontan  Occupies  a  Large  Place  Also  in 
,      the  World's  Ministry. 

If  all  women  are  not  mothers,  and  all  do 
not  preside  over  homes,  hers  is  a  no  less 
influential  position.    iTiaTClust  said  that 


J* 

the  truest  picture  of  heaven  is  the  home 
where  Jesus  Christ  has  taught  the  house- 
hold how  to  love.  By  this  I  do  not  mean 
that  your  life  is  to  be  a  foilure  unless  you 
some  day  preside  over  a  h<^me  as  wife  and 
mother.  There  is  a  large  place  in  this 
world,  and  one  that  man  could  not  fill,  for 
single  women.  While  marriage  is  the  ideal 
state  for  human  kind,  it  is  not  the  only 
goal  in  life,  neither  is  life  a  fisiilure  without 
it.  There  is  a  wide  field  of  usefulness  for 
sisters,  daughters,  and  friends,  who  have 
not  been  allied  of  God  to  be  wives  and 
motllers.  '.   ' 

The  world  is  leaning  more  and  more  in 
its  sin  and  sorrow  and  care  upob  young 
women,  in  its  poverty  and  want  it  comes 
to  you  for  food,  clothing  and  shelter,  ashing 
you  to  seek  out  its  needs  and  distribute  the 
charity  that  others  have  provided.  In  this 
you  are  the  daughters  of  the  king,  answer- 
ing its  question,  what  shall  we  ^at  and  what 
shall  we  drink,  and  wherewithal  shall  we 
be  clothed?  When  sickness  overtakes  the 
world  it  sends  for  you  to  come  and  be  the 
-bearers^ of  consolation^  and  the  administra^ 
rors  of  soothing  and'  healing.    Your  tender 


touch  can  best  smooth  the  pillow  of  a  dying 
world.  '    .    ,      • 

The  aged  call  for  you  to  come  and  bring 
some  of  the  cheer  and  sunshine  of  their  own 
childhood  days';  be  eyes  to  them,  cars  .to 
them,  the  outer  world  to  them.        * 

The  heathen  :beyond  the  seas  stretchout 
their  hands^t6  you,  and  say,  "Come  over 
and  bring  us  the  fight,  for  when  your  Lord 
said,  'Go  ye.  into  all  the  world,'  he  meant* 
women,  too." 

The  world  sends*its  children  to  you  and 
asks  you  to  teach  them,  train  them,  give 
them  culture,  character,- religion,— «in  short 
shape  their  destinies  for  them. 

Of  those  who  have  done  these  things  in 
the  past  what  a  splendid  list  of  names 
might  be  cited.  To  the  sisters  of  Bethany 
we  can  add  such  names  as  Hannah  Moore, 
Mary  Lyon,  Elizabeth J'ry,  Florence  Night> 
ingale,  Fidelia  Fiske,  a,nd  Fra^ices  Willard; 
women  who  were  representative  of  a  laige 
number  of  similar  spirits — good  angels  we 
might  better  say — doing  heaven's  work  for 
r*  needy  earth.  -  ?^ 

What  a  splendid  record  you  havei 


in  such  young  women  as  Dorothea  Lynde 


-IDiix.  ;  §he  ti«veL;bad, a' home,/yet' housed 
aQd'clotlied  and  fed  scoli-es  of  othen  like  hier; 
self.    At  the- age  of  fourteen  we  find  her  in 
Boston  supporting  herself,  grandmother  and 
two  younger  brothers  by  t^ching  school, 
an  enti^rprise  started  in  a  bam,  but  out  of   ', 
Which  grew.  Warren  Chapel',  one  of  the  bene-  ' : 
fi^nt  in'stitutions  of  later  Boston.     Into 
.this  school  .came  the .  ragged  boys  and  girls 
of  the  neighborhqo(),>to  l3ie  cared  for  and' 
moulded  Iqr  the  magnificent  energies  and    : 
sweet  spirit  of  this  young  ivoma'ta.    In  the   z 
thirties  we  see  her  entering  upon  her  real    ' 
life  work.    She  visits  the  prisons  of  Cam-.  : 
bridge',  is  shocked*'1>y  their  conditio^,  goes 
the  rounds  of  the  prisons  and  asylums  of 
Massachusetts,  memorializes  the  state  legis-    . 
lature  in  such  stirrings  terms 'as  to  secure  a    . 
revolution  in  t&e  prison  and  asylum  man-  ,  .^ 
agement  of  Massachusetts.    She  is  called  to    ' 
render  the  same  service  for  New  Jersey*   ^ 
goes  as  a  nUrse  at  the  outbreak  of  the  civil 
war,  and  gains  a  national  reputation  as  a    ; 
philanthropist,  reformer  and  manager  of 
public  affairs.    So  valuable  was  her  services    ' 

— that  «t  the  close  of  the  wa?  she  was  givenLA. 


room  in  the. national  capitol,  where  the 


,•        -A  ^  X 

later  years  of  her  long  and  usefiiriife  yreie 
•  'spent'  in'  advising  «\tfith  committee^  of  Con- 
gress upon  inipbrtant  matters  of  state. 

Such  women  reveal  the  splendid  possi'- 
bilities  open  to  your  sex.  In  a  peculiar 
;  degitee  you  carry  the  oil  and  wine  of  the 
good  Samaritan  for  the  healing  of  tlos  weary, 
wounded  world.  The  world's  heart  is  open 
to  you  as  it  is  aot  to  your  brothers. 

^.     Then  Look  at  Y^r  Influence  in  Society. 

■  ■  '.  If  society  is  to  K  lifted  and  purified  it 
must  be. done  by  Christianity,  and  Chris- 
tianity must  .be  carried  there  by  women. 
Wh^e,  fpr  instaiadfe,  is  the  New  Year's 
"Wine  of  twenty-five  years  agb^?  The  women 
of  America  saw  its  evils,  bade  it  hence!  and 
it  has  gone.  Society  is  not  one  cubit  higher 
than  the  moral  tone  of  the  women  that  com- 
pose it.    It  may  be  very  much  higher  than 

,  the-mdn  Who  move  in  it,  but  cannot  be 
higher  than  its  woipen.  You  are  the  enter- 
tainers, and  society  is  just  what  you  mal^e 
it.  The  character  of  our  amusements  is 
largely  the»  work  of  women,  and  young 
woroenjjto  particular.  No  gentleman  will 
ever  spetkd  an  evening  slave  as  you  wish. 


A. 


There  is  no  more  vexing  problem  than  "* 
this  of  how  to  secure  chaste,  elevating 
laughter  for  this  overworked  age.  How 
may  our  joys  be  real  joys,  and  still  be  inno- 
cent, cooling  down  none  of  the  holy  zeal 
within  the  soul?    This  is  woman's  problem. 

5.     7^e  Most  important  Sphere  of  Woman, 
Religion,  Must  Not  be  Omitted, 

An  interesting  theme  for  study  would 
be'  the  women  of  the  New  Testament. 
Take  out  of  the  gospel  story  the  names  . 
of  three  men,  Peter,  John  and  Paul,  and 
after  these,  women  hold  the  larger  place.  ^ 
I  see  women  everywhere  in  these  four 
gospels.  A  company  of  them  follow  the 
Nazarene  through  his  tours  in  Galilee  to 
minister  to  his  wants.  The  two  Bethany 
sisters  have  a  home  always  ready  for 
to  enter.  That  home  was  his  heave'b  on 
earth,  so  far  as  he  had  one.  His'  sisters 
and  his  mother  come  often  into  the  story, 
alwa>'s  seeking  his  good,  though  sometimes 
strangely  puzzled  over  his  seeming  eccen-, 
tricities.  The'  little  that  is  said  of  women 
Jnthese^ospelsimplies^miich.  When  Luke 
says  (8:3):  "Joanna,  the  wife  of  Chuza,  and 


Susanna,  and  many  others^' which  minis- 
tered unto  him  of  their  substance,"  we 
have  outlined  to  us  a  continuous  and  oft 
repeated  service.  How  women  loom  up  in 
the  epistles!  What  a  large  place^uke 
and  Paul  have  given  to  them!  Ateore 
*.  of  women  have  left  their  lasting  impress 
upon  these  beginnings  of  Christianity.  .  It 
is  doubtful  if  its  progress  could  Have  been 
so  rapid  without  her  presence  and  helpful-' 
ness.     What  a  debt  Paul  owed  to  such 

_  women  as  Lydia  and  Phoebe,  PriScilla  and 
the  Roman  matron,  the  mother  of  Rufus. 
No  wonder  when  he  wrote  to  the  Christians 
at  Philippi  that  he  made  special  request: 
"Help  those  women  which  labored  with 
me  in  the  gospel." 
Go  into  any  religious  meeting  now,  and 

y    we  find  the  women  outnumbering  the  men, 
twa  to  one.    It  must  be  that  you  possess 

^  some  peculiar  advantages  for  entering  into 
the  religious  life  over  those  of  men.  God 
seems  to  have  seen  the  need  of  woman's 
hand  upon  the  world's  up!ift;,<and  so  made 

~  it  easier  for  her  to  enter  the  Divine  life. 
And  why  is  it  easier  for  her?     Is  it  hec«tH-se 


she  is  weaker  minded?    That  is  not  tnie. 


In  many  respects  she  is  stronger  minded. 
Is  it  because  she  has  fewer  temptations? 
This  is  not  true  either.  If  she  has*^  not 
some  of  the  temptations  peculiar  to  men, 
she  has  some  that  are  peculiarly  her  own, 

'  and  quite  as  difficult  to  overcome.  I  think 
it  is  because  the  pride  of  independence, 
which  bap  the  pathway  of  so  many  men, 
is  wanting  in  the  soul  of  women.  God 
gave  woman  a  confiding  heart,  else  she 

'  would  not  be  wpman.  Faith  is  her  habit. 
Less  transformation  of  mind  is  needed  than  A 
in  man.  Man  is  a  philosopher,  a  logician ;  , : 
woman  is  not.  Woman's  mind  is  satisfied 
with  the  statement  of  truth  without  great 
array  of  testimony.  Man  finds  it  hard  to 
believe;  woman  finds  it  hard  to  give  tip 
attachments.  .  ^ 

The  kingdom '  of  heaven  is,  therefore, 
peculiarly  lyithin  you.  Your  valley  of 
humiliation  is  not  so  deep  as  is  your  broth- 
ers. Pity  flows  most  easily  in  the  channel 
of  your  natures.  Do  you  know  your  power? 
The  most  irresistible  thing  in  this  world  is 
the  influence  of  a  godly  woman.    There  is 

pnuosopny  ra  cms.     i  say  a  gooty  womanj      ^ 
because  the  qualities  of  gentleness,  kind-     ' 


ness,  patient  endurance,  love — those  quali- 
ties pre-emiment  in  woman's  nature,  are  the 
ver>'  ones  which  God  has  chosen  by  which 
to  subdue  this  earth;  By  so  much  as  the 
world  has  come  to  see  this,  by  so  much  has 
the  gospel  exalted  woman.  The  invinci- 
ble power  of  the  gospel  is  therefore  the 
invincible  might  of  womanhood.  There  is 
power  in  a  hurricane;  that  is  the  power  of 
man.  There  is  a  greater  in  the  sunbeams ; 
that  is  the  power  of  .woman— quiet,  persist- 
ent, lifegiving,  lasting. 

And  so  it  seems  to  me  that  the  world's 
enterprise,  energy  arid  material  transforma- 
tion must  rest  upon  the  shoulders  of  men, 
but  the  bearing  of  the  world's  burdens,  and 
its  real  abiding  progress,  must  l>e  largely 
the  work  of  women. 


III.    The  Source  of  Strenoth  to  Sup- 
ply Her  Nbehs. 

In  view  of  this  wide  sphere  of  influence, 
and  mighty  responsibility,  let  us  glance 
briefly  at  the  source  of  strength  to  supply 
your  special  needs. 

.»5 
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This  has  been  already  hinted  at.  The 
gospel  has  been  woman's  exaltation,  and 
she  must  lean  hard  with  her  woman's  heart 
upon  her  Lord.  In  no  place  is  the  religion 
of  Christ  more  needed,  and  in  no  place 
may  it  be  a  greater  power  for  good  than  in 
the  heart  of  woman. 

We  shall  none  of  us  do  much  good  until 
we  are  first  inspired  with  good.  Is  not 
this  the  reason  why  we  do  so  little?  We 
are  not  in  love  with  good.    Christ  has  only 

-touched  the  outer  edge  of  our  lives.  We 
love  a  little,  and  do  a  little,  but  when  He 
touches  the  center  of  our  lives  we  shalt 
realize  our  possibilities,  enter  into  them  at 
the  world  will  move.  There  were  Pen|[ 
costal  possibilities  residing  in  Peter.  'Bi 
we  need  to  learn  from  Peter  that  there  is  ; 
vast  difference  between  doing  good  and 
warming  ourselves  at  the  world's  fire  in 
the  outer  court,  even  though  our  Lord  may 
be  in  sight.  Peter  was  only  in  the  court 
where  good  wast  We  may  love  intensely, 
and  yet  that  love  -be  only  spasmodic.    We 

j-may  dare  heroically,  and   yet  be  so  cow- 
at  other :  times  as  t&  be  practically  ■ 
useless,  and  even  a  hindrance  to  the  Lord's 

«6 


Vork.  We  may  promise  sacredly  one  mo- 
ment, and  deny  profa'pely  the  next.  Our 
great  need  is  Peter's:  a  new  view  of  Christ. 
He  finally  got  that,  and  his  life  became  a 
perpetual  benediction  to  mankind. 

So  ours  may  be.  What  this  lyorld  needs 
'to-day  is  both  men  and  women  committed  to 
the  service  of  Jesus  Christ.  There  is  power 
in  this  old  Gospel  to  subdue  the  world, 
if  only  the  children  of  God,  touched  on  the 
surface,  will  seize  the  good  at  the  center. 
If  God  gets  hold  of  you  in  a  lasting  conse- 
cration, He  will  through  you,  get  your  sons, 
and  your  brothers,  and  your  friends. 

A  young  man  once  went  to  live  with  his 
sister  in  a  great  city  for  purposes  of  study. 
I  think  we  have  made  too  littH  of  the  influ- 
ence of  this  sister  upon  the  young  man.  He 
had  a  view  of  God  when  he  entered  her 
home,  and  under  her  roof-ttee  developed  a 
character  of  marvelous  strength.  He  needed 
another  view  of  God,  and  in  due  time 
received  it.  Then  he  went  out  into  the 
world  to  usfe  his  gifts,  and  herald  the  new 
message  which  God  had  given  him.  In  a 
mx^ntainous  counlryr  he  Touhd  a  cbinmun^ 
ity  of  rpugh,  drunken,  fighting,  unclean 


shepherds,    They  iwere  fickle  as  French- 

-   men,  treacherous  as  Spaniards,  waFiu-hearted 
'as  Irishmen,  ignorant  as  Africans.     They     > 
frequently  killed  each  other,  believed  in    •; 
witchcraft,  and  bowed  \o  idols.    These  and 

*  inany  other  similar  things  were  the  only     ^ 
inheritance  they  received  frpm  their  fathers, 
and  so'their  blood  was  bad.     But  the  young 
man  came  among  them,  and  told  them  there  i 
was  a  better  way ;  that  God  had  higher 
things  for  )hem,  aqd  had  pro\4ded  in  the  ;  x: 
gospel  of  his.  Son  a  power  by  which  pa.st^~^ 
life  might  be  forgiven,  and  future  life  recast 

'  into  a  new  life  altogether ;  that  the  life  they .    ^ 
now  livM  was  a  life  in  the  flesh,  and  that 
the  things  they„were  doing  were  works  of 
the  flesh ;  that  the  other  life  would  be  lived 
iQ  the  Spirit  and  be  glorious. 

The  people  of  that  community  broke 
away  from  their  former  mode  oi  life,  ceased      - 
to  do  their  ibrmer  works,  and  began   to'   : 
live  pure  lives  in  the  Spirit.    What  Paul 
did  for  these  Galfatians,  you  and 'I  can  do  in 

::  our  sphere  in  Ohio. 

;>z  -jizflaye  you  this  new  view  of  Christ  ?    Have 


you  made  Htm  the  central,  cbntrolting  per^ 
sonality  in  your  lives?    Young  women,  you 


will  begin  your  real  life,  and  enter  upon  - 
your  lasting  influence  fqr  good  in  this  great, 
needy  world,  wlieu'  you  accord  to  Him  the 
chief  place  in  your  inmost  soul. 


#  • 


,  V'» 


as* 


Heart  Power  better  than  Brains. 

I  Peter  3;i5.^-45anctify  in  your  hearts  Christ  as 
lA>nl. 
Proverbs  4:23.^-Out  of  it  are  the  issues  of  life. 

I  wish  this  morning  to  develop  fiarther 
one  thought  presented  in  the  opening  ser- 
mon of  this  course,  viz :  that  heart  power  is 
better  than  brains.  As  we  saw,  this  truth 
bears  upon,  the  question  of  woman's  influ- 
ence because  heart  power  is  pre-eminently 
woman's  gift.  If  that  power  has  been  su- 
preme over  all  others  in  history,  then  woman 
possesses  the  key  to  the  world's  highest 
good. 

I.  The  hesl  things  in  this  world  owe  their 
existence  to  the  heart  rather  than  to  the  head. 
"  Out  of  it  are  the  issues  of  life"  ' 

Heart  power  is  better  than  brain  power., 
because  it  accomplishes  more  for  the  world, 
takes  up  and  completes  tasks  that  brain  lays 


down,  undertakes  ente^rises  that  are  insur- 
mountable in  the  eye  of  mind,  does  a  finer 
quality  of  work,  and  looks  toward  a  'more 
enduring  state  of  existence. 

But  at  the  outset  we  need  to  be  guarded 
lest  w.e  underrate  the  influence  of  mind.  It 
is  a  marvelous  piece  of  workmanship  and 
may  tvit  be  lightly  spoken  of.  The  mech- 
anisms that  move  this  physical  world  are  so 
many  pieces  of  mind  operating  in  iron  and 
steel  and  brass  and  wood.  When  Eli  Whit- 
ney, in  1 793,  thought  how  he  could  separate 
the  fibre  of  cotton  from  the  seed,  and  cleanse 
TJtHvithout  bringing  the  blood  to  finger  tips^ 
"  ne  converted  human  brain  into  the  cotton 
gin.^  When  McCormick  thought  how  he 
could  u^ttorses  to  turn  gearing  and  revolve 
reels  and  rakesi  he  turned  mind  into  ma- 
chinery for  harvesting  grain,  and  saved  the 
farmer  from  many  a  weary  day's  toil  swing- 
ing the  reaping  cradle.  The  Appleby  binder 
^  is  the  successful  thiuking  out  of  an  iron 
thumb  and  finger — mind  tying  a  knot  with 
iron.  The  story  of  our  inventions  is  too 
old  to  hk  told  over  again  here,  but  mind  is 
bfiliraut7  and  no  wonder  'we^have^  altiiost^ 
taken  to  worshiping  it.    The  material  world 


has  been  mastered  at  last,  and  the  eulogies 
that  are  beiiiR  written  upon  our  wonderful 
age  of  invention  a«e  becoming  legion.    Our 
literature  and  public  addresses  are  fUll  ot 
panegyrics  for  those  who  have  made  this 
ninete^th   century   of  physical   achieve- 
ment the  greatest  one  of  history.     Men 
are    saying,  "O,  to   be  bom   fifty   years 
hence!"    The  world  is   still   hungry  for 
ideas.    We  are  giving  up  to  holiday  rejoic- 
^  ings  over  past  progress,  and  are  forgetting 
that  there  may  be  something  better.    We 
seem  to  be  satisfied  that  the  world  is  to  be 
run  in  the  future  on  scientific  principles,— 
ideas,  logic,  steam,  hydraulic  and  electrical 
power.    For  one,  I  am  satisfied  that  there 
is  a  more  excellent  way.    Mind  may  be,  and 
nvithout  doubt  is,  the  key  to  enterprise,  but 
heart  is  the  key  p  civilization.    Intellect 
may  dream,  but  the'^strpng  pulse  beats  of 
satisfection.come  up  froiu  the  heart.    Bril- 
liancy must  not  be  allowed  to  usurp  the 
throne  upon  which  goodness,  fidelity  and 
love  must  rule.  v 

The  two  Cabbots  were  great  seamen,  and  _ 
ToiSianthe  North  American  continent  upon 
mathematical  lines,  and  the  skillful  observa- 
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Hon  of  polai  angle!),  Bnt  ttie  American 
desert  blossomed  as  a  rose  only  when  the 
liberty  passion  of  the  Puritan  and  the  great 
heart  lOf  the  Pilgrim  Fathers  cast  up  an  high- 
way through  the  New  England  forests.  One 
thing:  tised  to  pu»ele  me  in  college:  the  sen- 
timents that  1  r^d  in  the  classics  were  so 
lofty,  and  so  much  like  the  best  ones  of  to- 
day.  Much  of  the  best  thought  of  this  cli- 
max century  of  the  ages  can  be  found  back 
in  the  days  of  the  Greek  and  Roman  sages. 
The  man  who  said, "  Out  of  it  are  the  issues 
of  life,"  said  also,  "There  is  no  new  thing 
under  the  sun."  As  regards  ideas,  this 
seems  to  be  true.  An  outline  of  a  gcod 
working  jrepublic,  and  •a  statement  of*  the 
right  of  individual  liberty,  was  fully  formu- 
lated two  thousand  years  before  Cromwell 
was  bom.  Plato's  Republic  contains  dear' 
conceptions  of  the  rights  of  man  as  regards 
life,  liberty  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness. 
Why  was  there  no  attempt  to  put  these 
things  into  operation.'  The  heart  of  the 
Greek  philosophers  cared  nothing  for  the 
life  of  a- slave,  hence  there  was  no  need  for 
liberty.  Brain  had  simply  outrun  heart  by 
tri»ut^35oo  years.    The  age  of  Ciceroniras 
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wise  enough,  but  it  was  heartless  and  bloody. 
It  had  enough  ideai^,  but  was  bankrupt  in 
fine  sentiment.  Brain  was  active  enough, 
but  heart  action  was  weak.^  It  has  several 
times  been  claimed  that  the  st^am  engine 
might  have  been  used  at  the  building  of  the 
pyramids  of  Egypt,  but  for  the  heartpf  one 
-of  the  ruling  Pharaohs.  He  cared  less  for  two 
thousand  slaves  than  he  did  for  one -sacred 
ox,  and  he  crushed  out  the  invention.  The 
world  had  to  wait  3000  years  more,  not  for 
brains  to  invent,  but  for  heart  to  permit  the 
use  of  an  engine. 

For  long  enough  thought  had  discovered 
the  eyils  of  sla\^er3^,  but  brain,was  planning 
the  world's  enterprise,  and  slaves  were  the 
tdols  w  ith  which  brain  could  work.  Human- 
ity in  chains  has  died  by  the  millions  in  the 
dreary  wastes  of  time,  waiting  for  Wil^r- 
force  snd  Stanley,  Lundy  and  Garrison, 
Lovejoy  and  Tappan,  Phillips  and  Abra- 
ham Lincoln. 

Eli  Whitney's  cotton  gin  rendered  the 
production  of  cotton  in  America  a  profit- 
able industry,  hence  the  increase  of  s>lave 
labor  operated  to  the  material  advantage  <^ 


in  Ranter.    But  Whitney  had  laid 
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a  task  iipon  the  heart  of  America  that  brain 
coald  nev^r  have  removed.  We  saw  the 
evil,  but  what  could  we  do?  Finally  the 
anti-slavery  agitators  sent  their  burning 
words  into  the  hearts  of  the  nation  until  'it 
was  aflame  with  indignation ;  then  the  day 
of  freedom  dawned  upon  four  millions  of 
blacks. 

The  mention  of  the  anti-slavery  agitators 
suggests  another  line  of  illustration.  What 
makes  an  orator?  Sentiment  mostly.  "A 
jg^Qod  man  skilled  in  speech,"  siys  Quin:^ 
tillian.  "  An  honest  man  with  a  message," 
^  says  another.  A  wise  man  talking  is  not 
necessarily  an  orator.  Patrick  Henry  was 
not  educated,  but  he  was  full  of  heart. 
Every  brainy  man  cannot  be  an  orator,, 
neither  can  any  other  unless  he  possesses 
a  warm,  emotional  nature,  kindled  with  a 
burning  enthusiasm  for  the  success  of  some 
beneficent  enterprise. 

What  is  music?  Not  intellect,  but  heart 
working  through  sound.  What  makes  fine 
playing  and  singing?  In  the  last  analysis, 
heart.  Purity  of  tone  and  accuracy  of  exe- 
cution do  not^make  a  singer's  Jime.    Like 


Tennyson's  brook,  musicians  will  "come 
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from  haunts  of  coot  and  hern  "  and  "go  on 
forever,"  but  only  one  in  ten  thousand  will 
be  immortal  like  Jenny  iind.  The  secret 
of  her  success  was  once  written  in  a  letter 
.  to  a  friend.  "Oh.  that  I  may  live  two  years 
longer,  and  be  permitted  to  save  enougk 
money  to  complete  my  orphan's  home!"  It 
was  the  heart  of  loving  sympathy  that 
enriched  the  voice  of  the  Swedish  girl  and 
made  her  name  immortal. 

And  what  of  art?  That  is  heart  working 
in  color,  tritics  say  that  the  eight  great 
paintings  of  the  world  are, eight  stories  of 
heart  passion  thrown  upon  canvas.  "* 

When  an  artist  was  once  asked  to  paint 
a  home  he  chose  an  interior  rather  than 
an  exterior  view.    Wow  the  picture  is  fin- 
ished and  what  do  we  see?     A  fireplace; 
the  c'ock  on  the  mantel  says  eight;  a  kitten 
is  asleep  on  the  rug  beside  the  fire;  a  table 
stands  near  by,  and  father  reads  a  book  on 
one  side,  while  mother  is  busy  with  her 
needle  on  the  other;  a  little  girl  is  putting 
her  doll  to  slefep  for  the  night,  and  brother  is 
drowsily  gathering  up  his  Christmas  blocks^^ 
Tharwhich  makes  tfie^Tace  a  home  is  the^ 
air  of  peace  and  love  that  the  artist's  heart 
has  colored  into  the  oyavas. 


Write  the  histo^^  of  a  nation  and  most 
of  it  will  1)6  the  story  either  of  her  rejoic- 
ings or  tears. 

It  is  a  greater  task  for  the  historian  to 
write  twenty-five  years  of  American  his- 
tory than  that,  required  for  all  the  rest.  ^ 
Those  were  years  when  our  hearts  ached, 
for  our  existence  as  a  nation  was  uncertain, 
or  our  rights  were  assailed,  or  our  perpet- 
uity was  threatened.  We  tire  of  the  details 
of  intellectual  {>rogress;  the  children  beg 
for  the  story  of  our  struggles. 

It  has  .been  said  that  "life  is  Won  or  lost 
by  its  master  thoughts."     W^  can  more 
truly  say  that  life  is  won  or  lost  by  its  great 
enthusiasms.    Demosthenes  urged  the  peo-  * 
pie  oT  Athetis  with  unanswerable  ailment, 
faultless  logic  and  matchless  eloquehce  to 
move  against  Philip;  but  because  he  failed 
to  kindle  a'heart  enthusiasm  the  Macedon- 
ians overran  Greece.    The  turning  points 
of  nations,  as  well  as  of  individuals,  is  in  the 
record  of  their  enthusiasms.     The  world's 
progress  is  not  told  in   the  story  of  its 
thoughts,  but  in  that  of  its  love  conquests.  — 
Erasmus  tried  to  tmng  about  a  relbrmatioit-= 
with  brains,  but  it  was  only  a  splendid  war  ^ 


of  words.  Martin  Luther,  the  great  heart 
of  Germany,  did  it  easily  withia  power 
which  Erasmus  had  not. 

We  owe  what  we  are  to-day  as^ja  people, 
not  so  much  to  the  Whitneys,,tbief  Morses, 
the  McCormicks  and  the  Edlsbns,  .iis  we  do 
to  the  Wilberforces  and  the\H(^v^rds,  the 
Hannah  Moores  and  the  Flonpnc^'  Nightin- 
gales, the  Lady  Somersets  aud.1;lie  Frances 
Willards.  ^     " 

An  age  advances  in  proportion  to  the 
number  of  great  hearts  it  can  count  up.  A 
community  is  civilized  in  proportion  to  the 
heart  it  possesses.  In  Scripture  what  do 
Abraham  and  Moses,  Joshua  and  David, 
Isaiah  and  Paul  stand  for?  New  enthusi- 
asms. Their  hearts  beating  in  loving,  loyal 
enthusiasm  to  their  intellectual  visions  of 
truth  urged  them  forward,  made  heroes  of 
them  and  added  whole  sections  to  the 
record  of  God's  revelation  to  man.  The 
world  waits  now  not  for  heads  to  ^'scover, 
but  for  hearts  to  execute. 

Take  out  of  this  city  the  heart  enthusi- 
asm of  the  women  who  serve  upon  our 
4iospttftI  boards,  who  nngtage  xrar  Indiistnal 
School,  Newsbo)|B'  arid  OVl  Ladies'  Homes, 


and  you  will  remove  a  large  factor  in  the 
city's  uplift. 

Truth,  the  power  that  moves  the  world 
forward,  is  the  product  of  brain ;  but  love, 
the  power  that  lifts  it  upward,  is  the  pro- 
duct of  hear^.  Brain  gives  us  the  dazzling 
splendor  of  the  December  frost  crystal 
under  the  noonday  sun.  ^eart  melts  the 
ice  and  brings  on  the  fragrant  June  with 
its  violets  and  roses. .  Braiti  sparkles  like 
a  diamond  under  an  electric  light.  The 
warmth  and  sunshine  that  produce  life 
come  from  the  heart. 

But  now  let  me  say,  before  lea\'ing  this 
topic,  that  religion  is  pre-eminently  a  matter 
of  the  heart.  It  is  not  measured,  like  land, 
with  a  Gunter's  chain ;  nor  like  merchandise, 
with  scales;  nor  like  a  mineral,  in  a  cruci- 
ble; nei^er  with  the  ss^etic  taste,  as  a 
painting  in  ati  art  gallery.  "  With  the 
heart  man  believeth  unto  righteousness  y 
The  poet  and  the  pauper,  the  capitalist  and 
the  scholar  must  all  believe  that  two  times 
three  are  six ;  but  pnly  the  "  pure  in  heart 
see  God,"  for  religion  is  adjusted,  not  to 
T^he  mathematiral  level  of  human  headsr 
but  to  the.  spiritual  level  of  human  hearts. 


As  th€!  heart  feels  toward  its  God  the  intel- 
lect thinks.  When  the  heart  is  cold,  un- 
'  sympathetic,  rebellions'*  and  unresponsive, 
the  mind  frames  a  theology  full  of  ques^ 
tion  marks,  icicles  and  cruelties. .  When  it 
is  mellow,  tender  and  confiding,  the  mind 
can  find  no  true  expression  for  its  creed 
outside  of  the  third  chapter  of  John. 
Unless  your  heart  paints  your  picture  of 
God,  you  will  have  a  battlefield  instead  of 
a  sunrise.  "Keep  thy  heart  with  all  dili- 
gence, f9r  out  of  it  are  the  issues  of  life." 

II.  Btit  now,  if  the  heart  is  so  important 
a  factor  in  our  well  being 'how  essential  it  is 
that  we  study  the  guardianship  of  the  heart. 

How  can  we  keep  it  right?  How  can 
we  get  the  most  power  out  of  it  for  the 
world's  upligt?  Which  is  the  great  heart? 
I  answer:  The  mightiest  heart  is  the  one 
where  Christ  is  sanctified  as  Lord. 

God  put  forth  his  greatest  effort  when 
He  made  it  possible  for  us  to  sanctify  his 
Son  in  our  hearts.  The  making  of  worlds 
was  not  a  great  task  for  God.  Only  twenty 
^even  short  versus  oiit  of  I, oob^gesortii^^ 
written  Word  are  fequired  to  tell  the  tale. 
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God  seems  never  to  have  had  any  difficulty 
in  manipulating  nature  to  realize  his  pur- 
poses. We  have  often  stumbled  and  blun-' 
.  dered  over  how  he  could  cross  seas,  control 
winds  and  tides,  and  feed  hordes  of  his  chil- 
dren among  barren  rocks  and  desert  sands; 
but  for  God  these  things  were  only  mgdeS 
of  his  infinite  thought.  God  has  never 
been  bowed  down  over  man's  physical 
wants;  but  when  the' race  ran  out  of  heart 
His  love  passion  showed  itself  to  a  dying 
world,  and  there  were  agony,  tears  and  a 
Cross.  This  world  stopped  counting  time 
and  began  over  again  when  God  set  out  to 
show  mankind  how  he  loved.  During  the 
first  four  thousand  years  of  man's  history 
on  this  earth  God  was  displayed  to  him  as 
great  head ;  the  last  two  thousand  have  dis- 
played Him  as  great  heart.  God  could 
create  worlds  by  talking,  but  to  r^eem  a 
race  from  sin  He  had  to  weigh  His  own  (ife 
for  the  ransom.  Some  things  imen  can  do 
by  talking;  they  are  not  our  best  achieve-, 
ments.  When  they  attempt  other  things 
they  have  to  stake  their  lives  upon  the  ven- 
ture. The  Declaration  of  independence 
was  at  first  only  a  prolonged  discus^on, 
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biit  when  its  advocates  came  to  sign  their 
names  in  ink  their  hands  trembled,  for 
they  feared  lest  they  were  writing  their  life 
blood  upon  the  page.  Liberty  is  dear  <  to. 
the  human  heart,  and  we  are  not  the  only 
ones  who  have  been  willing  to  surrender 
our  all  for  a  sentiment.  Before  our  eyes 
Cuba  says:  "Indepent^ggge  or  death."  Man 
is  most  intense  in  those  things  that  come 
up  from  the  heart.  We  all.  have  heart 
yearnings  that  are  dearer  to  us  than  life 
itself.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  God  does 
His  greatest  work  in  us  when  He  changes  < 
the  character  of  these  yearning^.  The  rfal 
thing  involved  when  men  go  wrong  is  the 
heart.  We  ourselves  overlook  errors  of 
judgment,  head  blunders ;  but  heart  failures 
we  reckon  tis  final.  In  order  to  set  men  right 
the  heart  must  be  set  right.  The  things 
that  we  love  lift  us  up  or  drag  us  down.  If 
we  love  the  wrong  things,  we  must  some- 
how or  other  be  induced  to  love  the  right 
things.  Being  religious  is  first  of  all  a 
change  of  affection.  If  the  gospel  is  to  be 
J^he  remedy  for  ifiijpity^^. its  fundamental 
teaching  must  contain  change  of  heart. 
Rege;neration  must  ever  be  the  basal  fact 
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in  the  doctrine  of  the  church.  The  whole 
man  is  ruled  and  guided  in  righteousness 
when  Christ  is  sanctified  as  Lord,  and  there- 
fore sits  upon  the  throne  of  human  affec- 
tion. Gospel  living  is  the  abiding  in  man 
of  that  divine  personal  control  which  directs 
all  his  purposes  and  actions  heavenward. 
Sanctify  in  your  hearts  Christ  as  Lord  and 
such  a  result  will  surely  follow.  "If  a  man 
love  me,  he  will  keep  my  words;  and  my 
Father  will  love  him,  and  we  will  come  in 
unto  him  and  make  our  abode  with  him."— 
Jphn  14:23- 

The  seat  of  the  world's  sorrow  is  a  per- 
verted heart,  where  some  one  else  is  on  the 
throne,  usurping  the  will  and  poisoning  the 
affection.  The  first  conquest  over  evil  must 
be  made  at  the  seat  of  the  trouble.  If  sin 
is  no  more  than  a  soul  disease,  as  some  have 
claimed,  the  remedy  must  be  applied  at  the 
seat  of  the  disease.  Medicine  arranged  on  the 
table  will  not  cure  the  patient  languishing'  ^ 
in  bed.  If  it  will,  then  he  who  desires  good 
health  should  be  a  druggist,  where  his  en- 
vironment is  fined  with  medicine.  The 
^J^ospel  has  neve^  intimated  that  man  can  be  - 
restored    by  iniproving   his  environment. 

I  M      ' 

I- 
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There  is  no  promise  for  any  soul  until 
Christ  is  first  sanctified  i»  the  heart  as 
Lord.  Be  not  deceived,  the  Christian  relig- 
ion can  do  but  little  for  you  while  it  is 
simply  around  you. 

The  ear  may  hear  the  church  bell,  and 

^he  organ  tones,  the  anthem,  the  prayer  and 

\the  public  instruction,  but  all  these  will  be 

bnly  external,  unless  there  is  a  condition  of 

eart  that  reaches  beyond  these  things  to 

tbe  heavenly  content  within.    The  eye  may 

--^  see  the  church  spire,  surmounted  with  its 
cross,  read  the  printed  page  with  God's 
message  upon  it,  and  the  sweet  hymns  that 
have  lifted  many  a  soul  into  the  very  pres- 
ence of  its  God,  and  yet  see  iiothing  that 
suggests  a  higher  and  holier  world. 

You  cannot  keep  your  own  heart;  Solo- 
mon did  not  k^p  his,  and  made  few  sug- 
gestions as  to  how  we  might  succeed  better 
than  he  did.  Peter  leam^,  in  a  hard, 
humiliating  experience,  that  the  only  power 
that  can  keep  it  is  -the  Christ  ruling  in  it. 
Sanctify  anything  else  in  the  heart  and  it  ■ 
soQn  loses  its  tone.     Your  life  power  is 

— — made  by  whatever  absorbs  your  F(rart  en- 
thusiasm. What  will  you  let  go  last  ?    Over 
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what  will  you  shed  most  teiars  when  you 
have  lost  it?  That  thing  is'  the  ruling 
power  in  your  lire.  Enthrone  Christ  and 
make  lUm  and'  His  commands  first.  Only 
then  are  you  safe. 

I  am  confident  what  the  condition  of 
th|s  world  will  be  when  the  hearts  of  qien 
and  women  are  committed  to  Him.  There 
are  indications  now  that  point  to  a  more 
God-like  condition  among  men.  The  re- 
newed heart  Is  even  now  beginning  to 
color  our  civilization.  I  can  show  ypn 
young  people  of  wealth,  refinement  and 
culture  making  a  pathway  into  the  homes 
of  the  poor,  carrying  to  them  physical  and 
spiritual  life,  sunshine  and  hope.  In  the 
doing  of  it  their  own  hearts  are  aglow  with 
Divine  enthusiasm,  being  lifted  themselves 
in  the  lifting  of  others.  I  can  show  you 
lives  like  that  of  Miss  Helen  6ould,  of 
New  York,  who  are  laying  down  their  gold, 
frankincense  and  myrrh  at  the  Saviour's 
feet,  that  He  may  care  for  the  physical 
wants  of  His  children.  - 

I  see  industrial  life,  slowly  perjjj^s,  but 
surely  wending  its  way  to  God  wong  the 
pathway  that  heart  passion  has  made  for  it. 
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Ill  1897  more  than  a^score  of  great  indus- 
trial institutions  in  the  United  States  added 
to  their  factories,  gymnasiums,  recreation 
halls,  rooms  for  night  schools,  libraries, 
music  and  lecture  halls.  Heart  opens  the 
storehouse  and  the  needs  of  mankind  are 
being  met.  Because  it  is  a  common  occur- 
rence we  are  not  surprised  that  a  large  ^ 
employer  watches  over  an  injured  cash  boy 
for  three  days  and  nights  until  he  passes 
away«  then**  pays  the  physician  and  the 
burial  expenses,  and  because  the  famil^«_ 
is  needy  continues  the  boy's  wages  untu 
another  source  of  revenue  is  opened  up. 
Many  large  employers  of  labor  are  iky- 
ing fair  wages,  and  then  at  the  close  of 
the  year  are  dividing  the  profits  of  the  busi- 
ness with  those  who  have  given  their  toil 
to  make  it  a  success.  Warm  hearts  are 
making  generous  hands,  and  the  world  does 
move  upwards.  More  Christ  sanctified  as  ' 
^lyord  in  more  hearts  will  bring  this  world 
on  its  way  toward  Paradise. 

One  closing  question:     Is  the.  Lord  en- 
throned in  your  inmost  soul?   ,. 
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The  Triie  Doctrine  of  Temptation. 

II  KiNOS  5:2,3.— ITie  Syrians  had  brought  away 
captive  out  of  Israel  a  fittle  maid  ;  and  she.  waited 
on  Xaaman's'  wife.     And  she  said  unto  her  niis-^ 
tress,  "  Would  Go<l  my  lord  were  with  the  prophet 
that  is  in  Samaria !  for  he  would  recover  him  of  his 

I  anl  going  to  use  this  ^ory  to  answer 
for  you  the  question :  Is  it  possible  to 
live  right  anywhere?  Referring  you  to  the 
boolc  of^  II  Kings  for  the  full  narrative,  let 
us  goat  once  to  our  subject,  considering, 

'        I .     Same  Popular  Notions  Regarding  f 
'  ;,  Temfiation. 

It  is  one  of  the  prevalent  and,  as  I  believe, 
pernicious  notions  of  this,  and  of  every  age, 
that  there  are  extenial  conditions  and  cir- 
cumstances in  life  that  will  inevitably  over- 
-£ome  and  l«ad4eHfuin-tfaosewho  may  chance 
to  be  thrown  into  them.  There  are,  no 
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doubt,  facts  that  se^m  to  support  a  strong 
argument  in  favor  of  this  notion .  The  ques- 
tion, which  as  yoting  women  you  should 
seek  to  have  answered,  i^  this :  Is  character 
dependent  for  its  tone  upon  the  nature  of 
its  surroundings?  Must  we  rise  or  fall 
morally  with  the  character  of  our  occupa- 
tion, our  associates,  and  the'  location  of  our 
habitations?  If  the  word  is  must,  then 
human  life  is  a  tragedy  indeed ! ' 

J  think  I  can  hear  the  bitter  crj'  and 
lamentation  of  the  mother  of  that  little  maid 
as  her  child  is  taken  from  her  sight  a  cap- 
tive into  Syria.  What  can  be  expected  of 
a  little  maid  taken  away  fron  pious  hom»«^ 
influences  to  a  land  where  they  worship 
Rimmon?  What  can  a  slave  girl  in  the 
house  of  a  heathen  army  officer  do  to  pre- 
serve'character?  Every  association  and 
contact  is  laden  with  suggestions  of  an  im- 
moral life.  Poor  little  maid!  It  will  be 
her  certain  ruin,  for  what  but  criminals  can 
be  expected  from  such  surroundings!  We 
hear  every  day  statements  that  endorse  this 
doctrini  of  life !  By  way  of  accounting  for 
-the  Jowi  tone  of  a  certain  girl's  hearty  her. 
friends  said :    "O,  well,  the  factory  is  a  bad 


place  for  girls  auyway."  "  I  tell  you,"  said 
a  mother,  "the  last  place  where  I  should 
want  my  daught^  to  work  is  in  a  laun- 
dry." "  No  one  knows  the  temptations  to 
which  young  girls  are  exposed  in  a  restau- 
rant," says  anotl^er.  People  in  the  country 
shake  their  heads  and  hesitate  to  send  their 
children  mto  the  city  to  secure  an  educa- 
tion, "the  city  is  such  a  bad.  place,"  they 
say.  "  Better  let  your  boys  go  without  an 
edti&ation  than  to  send  them  away  (o  Ger 
many,  and  have  them  come  back  to  you~ 
without  the  truths  of  their  early  home  life, 
sceptical,  and  too  wide  to  believe  any  longer 
in  their  father's  God,"  is  the  decision  of  a 
most  noble  father. '  v 

These  fears  seem  to  be  not  without  good 
grounds.  Have  we  not  all  seen  young  men 
go  away  to  school,  and  come  back  with 
heads  robust  enough,  but  with  flabliy  hearts? 
Pride  of  intellect  does  seem  to  chill  the  in- 
fluences and  finer  emotions  of  early  home 
training.  Have  not  young  women,  separ- 
ated from  home  influences,  gone  wrong 
through  evil  associations?  Have  we  not 
-Seen  them  enter  certain  cirdps  of  society^ 


where  their  lives  thereaAer  were  wasted 


upon  vanities?  How  many  people  spend 
six  mouths  or  a  year  in  foreign  travel,  or 
a  few  years  abroad  in  business,  and  are 
never  worth  a  farthing  in  religion  after? 
Did  not  I«ot  pitch  his  tent  (oward  Sodom, 
and  from  that  day  dates  the  ruiii  of  his  wife 
and  daughters.  So  it  is  a  common  saying 
that  society,  the  city,  the  college,  foreign 
travel,  the  factory,  and  what  not,  ruined 
a  once  pure,  beautiful  character. 

In  so  saying  we  are  conceding  that  for 
every' one  of  us  there  is  certain  ruin  if  we 
fall  unwittingly  into  the  evil  place.  Believe 
that  some  certain  environment,  into  which 
you  may  unconsciously  d)me<contains  your 
certain  moral  degradation,  and  you  enter 
life  with  the  shackles  of  eternal  doom 
already  locked  upon  your  wrists?  Believe 
this,  and  teach  it  to  the  young,  and  you 
send  them  out  into  life  with  the  expecta- 
tion of  certain  defeat.  In  such  a  doctrine 
of  temptation  we  concede  a  lost  battle 
before  we  enter  the  fight.  We  are  defeated 
now.  ^^ 

I  do  not  receive  the  impression  from  our 

-story  In  Kings  that  the  little  maid  suiered 

from  residence  in  a  heathen  family.    Indeed 
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the  bright  spot  in  that  household  seems  to 
have  been  the  religious  intjegrity  of  the 
slave  girl.  The  healing  of  the  household 
ta)ces  its  rise  from  the  fountain  of  her  faith. 

The  picture  of  Joseph  given  us  in  Script- 
ure seems  t6  be  another  contradiction  of  the 
doctrine.  Far  away  from  home,  under  most 
discouraging  circumstances,  no  one  could 
have  less  incentive  to  do  right  than  he. 
The  court  at  which  he  served  was  debased, 
and  the  family  to  which  he  was  bound  was 
openly  corrupt.  His  ruin  was  planned  by 
the  royal  household  to  which  he  owed  only 
obedience.  That  was  a  time  when  to  fall 
in  with  the  order  of  things  then  existing' 
seemed  the  only  pathway  to  success.  It  was 
a  time  when  the  positive  resistance  offered 
by  good  was  not  perceptible  against  the 
mighty  current  of  evil.  The  story,  how- 
ever, affirms  that  Joseph  came  through  his 
environment  pure  and  fair  as  an  angel — the 
only  man  of  prominence  in  Scripture,  I 
believe,  against  whom  there  is  recorded  no 
word  of  censure.  __ 

Daniel  did  not  lose  his  religion  in  the 
political  center  of  the  east.    Babylon 
is  used  aii  a  synonym  for  badness  in  later 


Scripture,  and  we  may  be  assured  that  Dan- 
iel had  no  easy  time  in  the  king's  court, 
after  he  had  "purposed  in  his  heart  that 
he  wodld  not  defile  himself  with  the  king's 
meat,  nor  with  the  wine  which  he  drank." 
The  religion  of  his  three  companions, 
Shadrach,  Meshack    and   Abed-nego  was 
above  the  influence  of  environment,  and 
proves  that  there  are  young  people  who. 
can  walk  in  the  fire  and  face  -the.  jaws  qf^ 
lions,  but  will  not  desert  their  God.       •.  '  ' 
>  One  book  in  the  Bible  was  ,yifri$ten  to 
r  tegch  the  tnith,  that  a  pure  fj^oung 5  girl " 
c(^l^^|iot  be  e^ti<9pd'^  by  the  l^icuries  of  aV 
iicln^ns  cou^'b'tircame  ttoptfgh  it  all  a 
pt^fiH^lainpl^g  thorns.      Vbung  women 
i^h^j|l^||^^1|^(lm(kl  out  into  the  world  alone, 
,  ^w^^^Sil^'tn  bdarding  houses,  toiled  in 
shops,  prepared  fcx^  and  served  it,  and 
v^^*S«itMi  d^e  all  manner  of  necessary  service, 
I'et  have  remained  shining  lights  in 
yngdom  of  Ood.    ft  is  our  belief  that;' 
V  ^F/M  P<>ssible  to  live  right  and  serve  God 
aniy^]|ere :  that  defeat  in  life  does  not  reside 
ih  tTie  environment,  but  in  ^  person. 


•*« 


II.     The  True  Doctrine  of  Temptation. 

■     Our  best  authority  upon  this  subject  is 
the  Scriptures.     We  can  find  abundance 
of  illustration  in  history  where  men  and 
women  were  thrust  into  dire  temptations 
^d  were  successrul  in  resisting  them.  This 
alone  could  scarcely  be  taken  as  proof  that 
some  o^her  and  greater  temptation  might 
not  be  successful.    But  with  the  testimony, 
of  Scripture  we  cannot  be  in  doubt  that  in 
the  supreme  temptation  there  is  victory  for 
the  chilli  of  God^    "There  hath  no  tempta- 
tion taken  you  but  such  as  is  common  to 
man;    but  God  is  faithful  who  will   not 
suflFer  you  to  be  tempted  above  that  yrare 
>"  able,  but  will  with  the  temptation  also  make' 
a  way  of  escape  that  ye  may  be  able  to  bear 
it."     I  Cor.  10:13.    "Fear  not:  for  I  have 
redeemed  thee,  I  have  called  thee  by  thy 
^    name ;  thou  art  mine.     When  thou  passest 
through  the  waters,  I  will  be  with  thee; 
ind  through  the  rivers  they  shall  not  over- 
flow  thee:  when  thp^  walkest  through  the_ 
fire  thou  shalt  not  be  |)umed:  neither  shall 
the  flame  kindle  upon  thee.    For  I  am  the 
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Lord  thy  God,  the  Holy  One  of  Israel,  thy " 
Saviour."  18.43:1-3. 
_  "  In  view  of  such  words  as  these  no  child 
of  God  has  any  right  to  make  provision  for 
falling.  The  Scriptures  teach  us  that  it,  is 
not  necessary  for  any  child  of  God  to  lose  his 
faith  because  of  his  surroundings.  Scripture 
and  history  are  one  in  their  teachings  that 
life  may  be  successfully  lived  anywhere. 
Ch^er  and  over  again  men  were  commanded 
in  Scripture  to  do  things  ^hich  upon  the 
surface  seemed  impossible.  The  only  incen- 
tive to  try  was  the  promise  of  the  support  of 
the  Almighty.  The  only  hope  of  success 
was  simple  trust  in  this  promise,  for  every 
earthly  avenue  to  success  was  closed. 

One  man,  with  an  interpreter,  was  com- 
manded to  go  into  Egypt  and  deliver  a  race 
from  slavery.  He  was  commanded  to  cross 
seas,  march  through  dreary  wastes  where 
'  there' wds  no  water  and  oothing  to  eat,  ford 
impassable  rivers  and  conquer  walled  cities. 
God  had  pledged  Himself  to  ^uccess  upon 
condition  of  obedience. 

The  Exodus  of  Israel  and  the  cdnquest 


of  Canaan  have  no  explanation  outside  of 
that  given  in  Scripture.'^ 
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Jesus  of  Nazareth  lived  in  a  village  where 
the  world's  history  was  suggested  at  every 
view.  Canaan  with  all  God's  promises  ful- 
filled stretched  out  before  Him,  every  new^ 
landscape  having  its  special  story  of  a 
Divine  deliverance.  The  Mediterranean 
Sea  was  in  clear  sight,  where  the  ships  of 
Tyre,  and  Antioch,  Alexandria  and  Rome 
and  Corinth  passed  in  almost  unbroken 
procession  before  Him.  Those  great  cen- 
ters of  population,  with  their  sorrows  and 
their  sins  must  have  been  well  known  to 
Him.  The  shores  of  that  sea  were  en- 
circled by  a  luxurious  life,  as  brilliant  as 
the  world  has  ever  seen,  and  as  wicked  as 
it  was  brilliant.  These  cities,  about  which 
Christ  must  have  known,  were  centers  of 
the  wildest  revelry,  and  unrestrained  vice. 
As  Dr.  McClure  has  well  said:  "Never  was 
it  easier  to  do  vv.roQg  than  in  thps^^wond- 
rbusly  intoxicating  cities."  And  yet  when 
Christ  sent  men  and  women  out  into  a 
world  of  sin  like  this  He  commanded  them 
as  though  he  intended  tjiem  to  live  success- 
ful  Christian  lives.  He  hdd  up  to  them 
the  perfect  life,  and  told  them  to  go  out 

into  a  world  like  this  and  live  it.     I  have 

)  I 
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misunderstood  my  Bible  if  Christ  did  not 
teach  that  we  can  live  Christian  lives 
anywhere.  He  never  took  any  undue  ad- 
vantage of  us,  promising  us  an  easy  vie-  r*^ 
tory.  He  never  told  us  that  we  should  not 
meet  temptation.  On  the  contrary,  His 
picture  of  the  life  of  a  true  disciple  was 
anything  but  attractive.  "If  the  world 
hate  you,  ye  know  that  it  hated  me  before 
it  hated  you."  J<An  15:18.  "  In  the  world 
ye  shall  have  tribulation,  but  be  of  good 
cheer;  I  have  overcome  the  world."  16:33. 
"  Behold,  I  send  you  forth  as  sheep  in  the 
midst  of  wolves:  be  ye  therefore  wise  as 
serpents  and  harmless  as 'doves."  Matt. 
10:16.  "Ye  shall  be  hated  of  all  men  for 
my  name's  sake,  but  he  that  endureth  unto 
the  end  shall  be  saved."    10:22. 

Endurance  is  not  presented  as  an  easy 
thing,  but  as  a  possible  one,  with  a  glorious 
victory  for  those  who  will  strive  for  it. 
The  frankness  of  that  loth  chapter  of  Mat 
thew's  gospel  may  well  cause  you  to  stop 
and  hesitate.  It  is  a  bald,  truthful  revg-  / 
lation  of  the  experiences  of  the  true  dis- 
3prerwitE"not  one  hint ^oTiriiece^Sy 
failure.    This  is  the  gospel  that  emphasizes 

5» 


the  fact  that  life  may  be  victoriously  lived, 
[   notwithstanding  the. prevalence  of  giant 
evils  in  it.    Jesus  Christ  expects  us  to  live 
holy  lives,  battling  bravely  with  our  beset- 
ting sins  and  adverse  surroundings.    It  is 
absolutely  certain  that  God  expects  us  to 
make  a  success  of  living  under  the  benefr 
cent  influences  of  the  gospel.    Our  question 
should  be:    What  do  we  expect  of  our- 
selves?   We  never  live  above  our  standard. 
We  regulate  owr  lives  by  what  we  think  we 
can  do,  and  strive  with  an  intensity  gauged 
by.  our  expectations  of  success. 

History  is    filled   with   characters    like 
Emily  Chubbock,  of  Massachusetts,  who 
reached  a  glorious  womanhood  in  the  very  . 
worst  possible  surroundings.    She  was  the 
fiftt  child  of  a  large  family,  whose  father 
was  at  least  shiftless  if  not  worthleSis.    At 
the  age  of  eleven  years  Emily  was  working 
twelve  hours  a  day  in  a  woolen  factory  at 
$1.25  a  week,  her  small  earnings  helping 
to  keep  starvation  from  the  door  of  her 
wretched  home.    She  afterwards  wrote  of 
this  period  of  her  life,  that  her  prinHpul 
recollections  were  "of  noise,  and  filth,  and 
bleeding  hands,  and  aching  feet,  and  a  very 


sad  heart."  At  fifteen  she  was  a  school 
teacher,  earning  seventy- five  cents  a  week, 
and  "boarding  around."  At  twenty  she 
was  principal  of  a  private  academy  of  one 
hundred  students,  and  was  herself  pursuing 
the  higher  mathematics;  she  had  met  d 
Miss  Allen,  and  a  Miss  Sheldon  of  Utica 
Seminary^  and  was  emerging  from  those 
surroundings  which  would  most  surely  have 
ruined  her,  if  our  ruin  is  to  be  wrought  by 
environment.  She  had  made  a  new  envi- 
ronment for  herself,  and  at  twenty-eight  was 
dsiting  in  Philadelphia  when  she  met  Dr. 
Judson,  of  Buri&ah,  India.  She  was  already 
famous,  but  added  to  her  immortal  renown - 
by  her  career  as  the  wife  of  Judson,  and  as 
a  most  devoted  and  heroic  missionary  to 

'India.  . 

Among  those  depraved  cities  of  the  Med- 
iterranean coast  there  ^re  many  faithful 
ones  who  met  our  Lord's  expectations.  No 
one  would  expect  much  fronra  traveling 
saleswoman  of  those  days.  There  was  one 
from  the  city  of  Thyatira  who  kept  her 
heait  open  to  the  influences  of.  God;  she 

Tad  wandered  across  the  Aegean  "Siea,lHKr 
spent  the  Sabbath  at  Philippi.     It  waS  the 


same  Sabbath  day  upon  which  the  disttn. 
gulshed  apostle  chanced  to  be  in  the  heathen 
city,  and  hfe  found  her  spending  a  portion  of 
the  day  at  a  woman's  prayer  meeting  out  by 
the  river  side.  No  wonder  that  the  name-of 
this  Lydia  has  a  place  on  the  pages  of  the 
first  liistory  of  the  Christian  church. 

The  last  place  in  the  ancient  world  in 
which  to  bring  lip  a  family  of  girls  would 
be  Lystra  in  Asia  Minor.  Yet  here  lived 
grandmother  Lois  bringing  up  her  daughter 
Eunice  in  the  midst  of  cruel,  heartless 
Greeks.  They  made  themselves  felt  for 
good  in  the  community,  drawing  their 
inspiration  from  the  Hebrew  Scriptures. 
Finally  Eunice  accepted  the  hand,  and  gave 
her  heart  to  one  of  these  young  men,  and  of 
this  union  the  needy  kingdom  received 
Timothy,  the  beloved  evangelist. 

If  Paul  is  right  in  i  Cor.  10:13;  there  are 
no  irresistible  temptations.  Somebody  has 
had  the  same  ones  that  we  have,  and  has 
overcome  them.  Why  not  we?  What 
would  thiii  life  be  good  for  without  a  trial? 
Even  the  world's  Saviour  never  began  his 
active  wbrlb^of  redemption  untiThe  was  firet 
tempted.     Who  would  trust  a  bank  clerk 


who  had  not  \ft&n  tested?  Who  credits 
virtue  to  any  one^without  a  record?  Worth 
is  what  remains  to  us  after  the  destroyer 
has  given  us  up.  Virtue  I  and  purity  and  a 
holy  life  that  have  been  jdevekqied  in  the 
factory,  ^e  cheap  boarding  hotue,  and  the 


laundry  if  you  please,  are 
because  tried  in  the  fire. 


the  purest  of  gold ' 


III.     Tkis  leads  to  ourtkird  thought :    The 
Siaf ^guards  of  CkarOfter.  — ^ 

I  did  not  for  a  moment  intend  to  teach 
that  any  child  of  earth  can  go  anywhere  and 
live  right  alone.  "  Let  him  that  thinketh  he 
standeth  take  heed  lest  he  fait."  How  did 
this  little  maid  succeed  in  her  Syrian  home? 

I.    Shehad reliance c^n  God. 

She  said  to  her  mistress, "  Would  to  God." 
She  exliibited  to  her  mistress  her  unbound- 
ed faith  in  what  her  God  could  do  through 
his  servant  the  prophet  upon  her  leprous 
lord.  Sh^  carried  her  religion  into  her  life 
of  slavery,  and  was  a  true  child  of  God  in 
her  lonelj^,  exile   home.     Hadit-been- 


case  of  thetmaid  against  the  corruptions  of 


Syria,  her  chinces  were  a  thousand  to  one 
in  favor  of  failure.  But  "  whatsoever  is 
born  of  God  overcometh  the  world:  and 
this  is  the  victory  that  overcometh^  the 
world,  even  your  faith."  i  John  5:4.  Be- 
fore there  is  victory  for  any  of  us  there  must- 
first  be  birth  into  the  right  kind  of  life.'  .  . 
Ottly  one  kind  of  life  conquers,  and.to  be 
without  that  is  failure.  Victory  over  the 
world  is  a  birthright!  We  may  advocate 
the  re;moval  of  temptation,  and  in  so  far  as: 
we  can,  this  is  part  of  our  duty;  we  may 
urge  the  need  of  better  surroundings,  and. 
these  help;  we.  may  seek  out  the  right  com- 
panitinships,  and  this  also  must  not  be  over- 
looked;  but  all  these  together,  and  more 
beside,  will  not  make  victory  certain.  The 
life  of  God  bom  into  and  cherished  in  the 
human  soul  will  do  it  alone!  •  Those  fisher- 
men, how  will  they  get  on  trying  to  live  the 
life  that  is  to  illustrate  to  the  wtfrld  what 
God  means  by  salvation?  During  three 
years  of  holy  association,  no  doubt  they  will 
get  on  fairly  well;  but  how  when  their  Lord 
is  taken  from  them  and  they  mustgoalone?^ 


-^itt  they  succeed  because  their  temptations 
are  fewer  and  less  severe  ?   They  were  more 


in  number  and  more  severe.  We  know  little 
about  temptation  in  these  days  of  a  blooming 
gospel,  compared  with  the  early  years  of  the 
Christian  church.  Every  move  thd^  made 
jeopardized  their  lives.  Peter,  the  weakest ' 
one  among  them,  how  will  Peter  stand  the 
straid  ?  "  Simon,  Satan  hath  desired  to  Ittive 
thee  that  he  might  sift  thee  as  wheat  But 
/  have  prayed /or  thee  that  thy  faith  fail  not: 
and  when  thou  art  converted,  strengthen 
thy  brethren."    Luke  22:31. 

-If  we  do  not  believe  in  being  kept  by  the" 
power  of  God  through  faith  unto  salvation, 
we  may  just  as  well  give  up  now.  Peter's 
first  need  was  conversion.  The  Lord's 
prayer  for  him  was  to  be  a  staying  power, 
and  he  could  help  others  because  he  had 
been  helped  himself.  Get  over  on  God's 
side!  There  k  11%  safety  elsewhere!  All 
the  lofty  associations  of  three  years  did 
nothing  for  Judas,  for  he  had  never  left  tl 
family  of  perdition  to  become  a  member  ^f 
the  family  of  God.  "Those  whot 
hast  given  me  I  have  kept  and  n<n  one  of 
them  is  lost."  Reliance  upon  God!  Faith 
-4a  the  power  <rf"H>od  to  keep  Irischildrei 
This  is  the  mightiest  bulwark  for  character. 


Are  you  a  child  of  God  nowf    Settle  that 
the  first  thing  you  do. 
2.     This  little  maid  knew  her  prophet. 
Her  prophet  was  to  her  the  word  of  God. 
His  message  was  the  message  of  the  Al- 
mighty.   What  he  did  was  the  work  of  the 
Almighty.    The  prophet  was  to  her  what 
,    our  Bible  is'to  us.    "The  prophet  that  is  in 
Samaria,  he  would  recover  him  of  his  lep- 
'    rosy,"  said  the  little 'maid.    One  of  our 
greatest  sources  of  failure  is  ignorance.     It 
was  there  that  our  first  parents  failed;  Satan 
beguiled  them.     We  have  no  business  to  be 
beguiled.    No  truer  picture  of  this  world 
has  ever  been  drawn  than  that  given  us  in 
this  Book.    There  is  not  a  pitfall  in  life  tliat 
is  not  marked  out  for  us.    The  warnings 
are  there   and    the   sources    of  strength. 
When  men  go  out  to  battle— and  life  is  a 
warfare— it  is  not  su^^ent  to  know  that 
they  are  going  to  meet  an  enemy;  they  need 
to  know  what  kind  of  weapons  the  enemy  ' 
uses,  arid  what  his  mode  of  warfare.    Our 
youth  ^ught  to  be  sent  out  into  life  not  only 
armed  but  warned.    The  Book  of  Proverbs 
~^duld  he  uhderatoodr  No  boy  should  be~~ 
permitted  to  go  out  into  life  ignorant  of  the 


consequences  of  drink,  and  the  evils  of  a 
life  of  unclean  associations.    No  girl  should 
be  allowed  to  go  out  into  life  to  become  the 
innocent  plaything  tjf>any  worldling  who 
may  chance  to  meet  her  on  the  street.    Our 
battleships  at  home  in  the  navy  yards  are 
painted  white— the  white  of  purity  and  inno- 
cency.     When  recently  sent  forth  to  meet 
Spain,  if  need  be,  in  naval  combat,  they 
were  painted  black  by  order  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  that  they  might  not  be  an  easy 
mark    for    the    enemy.     Every    character 
should  be  protected  by  a  heavy  coating  of 
wisdom,  for  innocency,  beautiful  as  it  is, 
becomes  an  easy  mark  for  a  cruel  enemy. 
Parents,  older  brothers  and  sisters  owe  it  to 
the  weaker,  dependent  ones  to  make  life 
clear  to  them.     No  better  way  of  doing  this 
can  be  found  than  by  opening  up  the  Book 
to  them.     Next  to  being  a  child  of  Gpd, 
nothing  is  more  important  than  knowing 
the  nature  of  the  life  we  are  to  live,  and  the 
kind  of  world  we  are  to  live  in.     This  can 
all  be  learned  in  the  Book.     I  will  risk  that 
Christian  anywhere  who  will  spend  ten  min- 
utes  each  day  in  holy  communion  with  his 
God  in,  his  open  Bible !     The  moral  failures 
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are  not  the  children  of  God  who  possess  a 
well-thumbed  Bible !  When  Jesus  faced  the 
devil  the  only  weapon  he  had  was  the  Old 
Testament,  and  we  possess  the  New,  a 
better  weapon  if  possible  for  our  purpose 
than  the  Old.  One  of  the  pieces  of  Chris- 
tian armor  prescribed  by  Paul  was  a  Bible. 
Eph.  6:17.  The  Syrian  maid  had  its  equiv- 
alent, she  knew  her  prophet.  » 
3.     She  tried  to  help  somebody  else. 

_  _  She  must  have  made  repeated  attempts  to 
interest  her  afflicted  master,  for  before  any 
step  could  be  taken  the  whole  Syrian  king- 
dom must  be  moved.  There  must  have 
been  a  positiveness  in  her  manner,  and  a 
shining  forth  of  her  faith  that  impressed 
those  around  her  of  the  truth  of  what  she 
proclaimed.  She  would  naturally  speak 
first  to  her  mistress,  for  "she  waited  on 
Xaaman's  wife."  When  once  her  mistress 
became  interested,  she  would  lose  no  time 
in  telling  qf  the-  new  remedy  to  her  hus- 
band. His  hope  springs  again,  and  he 
hears  the.  story  of  th^  prophet's' power  from 

_the  little  girl  herself  f  4ie  is  impressed  t  he- 
goes  to  the  king  and  relates  what  has  come 
out  of  Samaria;  it  would  be  a  great  advan- 
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tage  to  the  king  if  Naaman  could  be  cured ; 
soon  a  royal  procession  is  fitted  out  with 
ten,  talents  of  silver,  six  hundred  pieces 
df  g^ld,  ten  changes  of  raiment,  and  a  mis- 
sive from  the  ruling  monarch  of  Syria  to  the 
king  of  Israel,  seeking  out  healing,  for 
X^eneral  Naaman.  What  k  commotion,  all 
stirred  up  by  one  little  captive  maid ! 

In  trying  to  help  her  lord,  the  captive 
maid  was  fulfilling  one  of  the  laws  for  im- 
proving herself.  No  one  will  continue 
to  be  good  long  who  does  not  try  to  im- 
prove life  in  that  circle  in  which  he  moves. 
The  circle  in  which  ^you  move  can  be 
improved  by  your  efforts,  for  a  slave  girl's 
entreaties  moved  a  king's  court.  No  one 
will  ever  fall  far  while  he  is  seeking  to 
lift  up  another.  Why  are  moral  failures 
on  missionary  soil  unheard  of?  They  who 
are  giving  their  lives  to  rescue  work  are 
themselves  rescued  from  temptation.  Our 
lives  are  lived  up  toward  that  level  to  which 
we  try 'to  lift  others.  If  Lot  and  his  family 
had  ^one  to  Sodom  as  missionaries  it  would 
have  been  the  making  of  them. 
—  Two  travelers  overtaken  by  a  storm  were 
hurrying  down  from  an  Alpine  summit.   On 


the  way  dow^n  they  overtook  a  fellow  trav- 
eler who  was  exhausted,  almost  frozen,  and 
ready  to  perish.     One  said  to  the  other: 
"  Let  us  stop  and  help  this  poor  fellow,  or 
he  will  freeze  to^ath."     'VAnd  if  we  stay 
longer  in  this  (belt  of  low  temperature," 
replied  the  other,  "  we  shall  all  three  freeze 
to  death;  better  one  die  than  Jfhree."     He  ' 
hastened  on,  leaving  his  companion  hard  at 
*■  work  trying  to  revive  and  drag  on  with  him 
his  half-frozen  fellow  traveler,  a  stranger. 
Soon  by  his  eflforts  the  bloM  began  to  course 
more  freely  through  his  own  veins,  the  per- 
spiration began' to  start,  and  his  whole  body 
was  in  a  warm  glow  of  heat.     While  striving 
to  rescue  another's  life  he  had  saved  his 
own  !    Farther  down  the  mountain  he  found 
his  companion  cold  in  death. 

"So  thou,  O  son  of  man,  I  have  set  thee' 
a  watchman  unto  the  house  of  Israel ;  there- 
fore thou  shalt  hear  the  word  at  my  mouth, 
and  warn  them  from  me.     If  he  do  not  turn  * 
from  his  way,,  ihe  shall,  die  in  his  iniquity; 
but  thou  hast  delivered  thy  soul"     Ez.  33 : 7, 9. 

Take  this  lesson,  O  young  woman:    The 
rescue  61  another  may  be  the  saving  of  self ! 


The  Far- Reaching  Influence  of  One 
Person  Doing  Right. 


Joshua  23:10. — One  man  of  you  shall- chase  a 
thousand:  for  the  Lonl  your  Godv  He  it  is  that 
fighteth  for  you,  as  He  hath  promised.  Take  heed 
therefore  unto  yourselves  that  ye  love  the  Lord. 

Gau.  6:9. — And  let  us  uot  lie  weary*  in  well  doing 
for  in  due  season  we  shall  reap  if  we  faint  not. 

Young  women,  I  wish  to  show  you  in  the 
closing  discourse  of  this  series  what  an  influ- 
ence one  person  may  exert  in  this  world 
when  he  lays  hold  upon  life  in  real  earnest. 

It  is  not  difficult  to  interest  an  audience 
in  this  subject  if  we  substitute  the  word 
"  nation  "  for  "  person."  We  are  not  always 
willing  to  concede  that  the  law  of  influence 
governing^ations  is  the  same  in  the  life  of 
individuals.  Every  life,  however  humble, 
has  its  crisis ;  on  the  issue  of  that  crisis  the 
— world  goes  up  or-dowOi  Take  heed  unta 
yourselves  that  ye  love  the  Lord,  for  the 
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march  of  ten  thousand  others  may  be  di- 
rected by  the  on^.  There  will  be  a  harvest 
day  for  every  soul ;  the  reaping  will  be  of 
wheat  with  j&f^  or  of  tares  with  tears. 

I.     Look  tiot  lightly  upon  any  human  being. 

Splendid  possibilities  lie  dormant  in  everj' 
soul.  We  ,are  apt  to  regar4,the  individual 
life  too  much  as  an  accident;  too  much  as 
the  result  of  circumstances,  or  as  the  pro- 
duct of  a  blind,  impersonal  something  whidr 
we  <:all  "fortune."  There  is  an  infinite 
value  in  life  itself,  and  every  soul  may  be  at 
some  time  the  key  to  the  mysteries  and 
progress  of  the  whole  world.    The  vital 

.1  question  for  each  one  of  us  is,  whether  we 
have  made  the  proper  contact  with  the  seat 
of  real  power  for  holy  service.  Some  one 
has  said:  "The  world  has  yet  to  see  the 
power  of  one  man  or  woman  wholly  conse- 
crated to  Christ."  The  greater  part  of  the 
world's  history  is  unwritten,  for  the  full 
story  would  compass  every  life.  The  part 
that  is  written  shows  only  a  glimpse  here 

- — and  there  where  the  road  has  turned.    How— 
ofled  it  has  occurred  in  this  story  that  the 
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world  has  stood  at  the  fork  of  the  road  wait- 
ing for  one  man  to  tell  it  which  way  to  gb ! 

At  one  time  the  destiny  of  the  race  de- 
pended upon  Noah.  At  another  time  Abra- 
ham determined  the  fate  of  a  monotheistic 
religion.  The  crisis  of  the  Hebrew  mon- 
archy was  once  tucked  away  in  a  shepherd 
boy's  sling,  and  king,  council  and  military 
power  stood  aside  and  watched  the  issue  in 
breathless  silence.  Three  times  in  the  first 
five  chapters  of  the  Acts  the  progress  of 
Christianity  depended  updn  Peter.  There 
was  a  sharp  turn  in  the  road  at  Caesarea  in 
A.  D.  62,  when  the  whole  course  of  historj' 
was  determined  by  the  decision  of  a  pris- 
oner. "  I  appeal  unto  C|sesa{',"^  said  Paul. 
"  Unto  Caesar  shalt  thou  go,"  said  Festus. 
As  James  Stalker  has  pointed  out,  no  mbre 
far-reaching  decision  has  ever  been  made  by 
man  than  this  one  of  the  apostle  in  chains. 

In  1 52 1  the  crisis  of  modem  Christianify 
was  reached,  and  centered  in  a  speech  that 
a  German  'doctor  of  divinity  was  about  to 
make  in  the  city  of  Worms.  A  nation  waited 
in  prayerful  expectancy,  lining  the  streets, 
and  covering  the  roofs  of  the  houses  as  he 
passed  by  on  his  way  to  the  solemn  scene. 
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they  whispered  to  him  a^  he  passed,  and 
finally  called  aloud  from  the  house  tops: 
"Go  on,  Luther,  the  German  people  are 
with  you!" 

Elizabeth  piloted  her  nation  through 
forty-five  stormy  years,  at  times  on  a  small 
minority,  and  brought  the  cause  of  Protest- 
antism out  of  its  shrinking,  doubtful  retreat' 
into  the  sunlight  of  universal  history, 

Abraham  Lincoln  did  the  same  thing  for 
us  in  the  60s.  *The  blunder  of  one  man  in 
Washington  to-day  would  plunge  this  nation 
into  a  deadly  war  with  Spain.  No  matter 
what* the  public  press,  thirsting  for  sensa- 
tion, may  say;  no  matter  what  a  score'of 
other  officials  may  say ;  the  man  in  the  Pres- 
ident's chair  must  be  wise  to-day  for  all 
America.  Our  Americanism  is  seen  by  the 
world  in  this  crisis  in  the  penson  and  con- 
duct of  our  greatest  representative,  William 

McKinley. 

Look  not  lightly  upon  any  human  being, 
for  you  know  not  what  momentous  events 
may  be  slumbering  in  that  soul.  An  old 
herb  woman  of  Edinburgh,  believing  in  the 

*  Ptiaclied  Sunday  momingr,  Febrnary  27, 1898,  after  the 
blowinK  up  of  the  Maine  in  Havana  harlior. 
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rights  of  the  individual  conscience,  and  that 
no  one  should  submit  to  an  enforced  relig- 
ion, took  the  stool  on  which  she  sat  and 
hurled  it  at  the  head  of  the  Dean  of  Edin- 
burgh when  he  attempted  to  violate  this  law 
of  human  liberty.  It  was  the  signa^f8ra 
riot  around  the  cathedral  of  St.  Giles,  and, 
as  Stanley  says,  'J  That  stool  of  Janet  Geddes, 
flung  at  the  head  of  the  Dean  of,Edinburgh, 
extinguished  the  English  liturgy  from  Scot- 
land for  the  seventeenth  century,  and  to  a 
great  extent  even  until  the'  nineteenth." 
Macauley  says  it  saved  the  liberty  of  Great 
Britain,  and  therefore  of  the  world. 

A  boy  grew  up  on  a  farm  in  Perry  county, 
Ohio.  He  got  an  education,  no  one  knows 
how  nor  <frhere.  You  can  pick  up  one 
hundred  boys  around, any  country  section 
as  promising  to  look  at  as  he.  "Take heed 
that  ye  despise  not  one  of  these  little  ones." 
What  of  this  country  lad?  He  is  one  day 
to  change  the  face  of  eastern  Europe !  He 
becomes  a  newspaper  man,  and  very  efficient 
in  his  calling;  he  is  sent  in  1876  to  report 
th^  Turkish  atrocities  in 'Bulgaria;  his  let- 
ters  stir  Mr.  Gladstone,  and  through  him  all 
England  is  moved.    The  treaty  of  Berlin  in 
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due  time  follows,  and  McGahan,  a  little  Irii^ 
boy  of  Peny  county,  Ohio,  had  done  it. 

By  the  kindness  of  a  member  of  this^ 
'  church  I  have  recently  added  six  large  vol- 
umes to  my  library.  Their  author  has^an  . 
interesting  story,  He  was  the  diince  in  his 
schoolroom,  one  of  the  poor  boys  whose 
education  seemed  like  an  idle  dream.  He 
had  a  massive  physique,  and'  a  large  head 
covered  with  coarse,  bushy  hair,  and  as  he 
virore  the  dutice  cap  he  was  both  picturesque 
and  pitiful.  But  he  made  a  friend  of  O" 
young  woman  who  was  his  teacher,  one  who 
believed  thatathe  dunce  should  not  be  neg- 
lected, but  receive  special  care.  One  day 
the  boy  woke  up.  We  kn($w  not  one  Other 
name  in  the  schools  of  those  years,  but 
Thomas  Scott  lived  to  write  a  cofnplete  com- 
mentary upon  the  Bible,  one>  of  .the  price- 
less additions  to  the  expository  literature 
of  the  Word  of  God. 

Who  would  have  selected  the  twelve  men 
wholh  the  Saviour  did  for  his  apostolic  c6l- 
lege?    Twelve  nobodies  in  the  eyes  of  men ! 
lyelve  pillars  in  the  New  Jerusalem' in  the-* 
eyes  of  Cod! — ■■■.;'..  — — — — 


The  influence  of  one  person  for  bad  might 
be  used  equally  well  to  illustrate  and,  em- 
phasize this  same  tmth^    The  name  of  jez- 

*  abel  blai^ned  fourteen  chapters  of  Old 

Testament  history;  when  the  last  book  in 

-the  Bible  was  written  and  they  wanted  a 

name  symbolicd  of tjnfamy  they  took  Jeza- 

.  bel.  Rev.  2:20.  One  Catherine  de  Medici 
is  enougfh  tff  make  a  St.  Bartholomew's  eve. 

•  One  Judas  is  enough,  for  through  him  a 
cruel  world  can  crucify  the  Son  of  God. 

II.     Look  not  lightly  upon  any  event  or  ser- 
vice hf  your  life,  for  influence 
is  progressive. 

A  great  scholar  was  once,  through  an  act 
of  temper,  driven  fnto  exile  into  a  barren, 
rocky  waste.  He  became  a  keeper  of  sheep. 
What  can  a  scholar  do  herding  she^p  ?  His 
'chances  for  wide  influence  are  lost.  1*he 
one  thing  that  man  needed  was  ,patience, 
and  where  can  any  one  learn  patience  better 
than  following  a  flock  of  sheep  through 
the  desert?  Such  a  life  is  the  quintes- 
uiuuuiuuy ;  tvax  mose  lorcy  years 
•made.Mo^s. '^  ■     . 
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What  stupid  work  it  is  on  a  farm  hunting 
for  strayed  animals?  and  what  more  stupid 
animal  than  a  donke^'?  Yet  in  that  pursuit 
Saul  found  the  prpwn  to  the  first  Hebrew 
monarchy.  ^ 

There  is  a  fable  of  ^  drop  dP  water 
that  thought  itself  too  insignificant  to  un- 
dertake any  mission  in  the  world,  saying: 
"  What  can  one  drop  of  water  do  ? '.'  But  it 
saw  a  flower  about  to  droqp,  and  decided  to 
fall  upon  it  and  cheer  it.  The  flower  re- 
vived, and  was  at  its  brightest  when  a  weary 
traveler  pas.sed  by.  He  saw  it,  remembered 
brighter  days  and  the  good  advice  his 
mother  gave  him.  once,  to  be  brave  and 
never  lose  heart.  It  was  the  turning  point 
\ti  his  life,  <  and  he  went  on  into  the  city 
whither  he  journeyed,  espoused  a  great 
cause,  and  became  a  benediction,  to  multi- 
tudes.    A  drop  of  water  had  done  it  all ! 

What  an  every  day  occurrence  wqting  g  ^ 
letter  is.     Yet  who  can  estimate  the  influ- ' 
ehce  of  any  one  of  them?    The  king  of 
England  once  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Duke  of 
Brandenburgh  in  which  occurred  this  sen- 
tence :    "  The  capacity  to  do  good  not  only- 


becomes  i  title  to  doit,  but  makes  the  doing 
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of  it  a  duty."  That  sentence  led  Cotton 
Mather  to  write  his  382d  book,  entitled 
"Essays  to  do  Good."  That  book  shaped 
the  career  of  Benjamin  Franklin.  Who  can 
.  estimate  the  influence  of  Benjamin  Frank- 
lin ?  John  Newton,  the  lawless  pirate,  after 
he  changed  his  lite,  became  an  ardent 
preacherof  tr\ith,  and  exercisiedan  influence 
beyond  human  power  to  estimate.  It  was 
under  his  preaching  that  young  Thomas 
Scott,  whom  we  have  just  mentioned,  be- 
came strongly  influenced  tb  the  direction  of 
■  religion.  Newton  made  him  a  commentator 
'  instead  of  a  barrister.  It  was  while  reading 
Scott's  commentary'  that  William  Cowper, 
the  poet,  became  a  Christian.  Cowper's 
poetry  was  the  moulding  influence  upon  the 
life  of  Canon  Will^force.  Under  the 
preaching  of  WilbedHK,  Lee  Richmond 
was  converted  andHiRame  the  author  of 
many  good  books. 

A  plain   English  woman    was  an   inn- 
keeper and  lived  mostly  to  keep  soul  and 
body  together,  and  keep  her  boy  George 
•  out  of  bad  company.     She  said :     "I  have 
-little  to  4iv^  fer,^gle8»^  live  fori 

All  the  world  now  knows  George  White- 
•  n 


field.  Under  his  influence  a  boy  named 
Robert  was  led  into  a  better  life.  A  single 
event  in  his<after  life  was  the  composition 
of  a  ^ymn,  about  which  he  thought  little  at 
the  time — not  enough  to  put  his  name  to 
it.  But  the  whole  Christian  world  sings 
"Come  Thou  Fount  of  Every  Blessing"  by 

.Robert  Robinson.  While  singing  one  stanza 
of  this  in  a  London  meeting  another  Robert 
was  touched,  and  when  they  came  to 
"  Here's  my  heart,  O  take  and  seal  it,"  the 
Robert  Hall  of  history  was  born.      Charles 

J  Spurgeon  once  said:    "No  man  has  so  in- 
fluenced my  life  as  Robert  Hall."    And' 
who  can  estimate  the  world-wide  influence 

|9f  Spurgeon?  All  this  dates  back  to  a 
poor,  plain  woman,  an  English  inn-keeper! 
No  life  is  a  finality  in  itself,  for  each  life 
is  influenced  by  being  blended  with  otUer 
lives.  Your  power  in  the  world  is  not  all 
your  own,  but  in  the  union  of  many  cur- 
rents guided  by  your  own  thought.  These 
currents  may  come  from  far,  their  meeting 
may  be  the  work  of  a  mysterious  Provi- 
dence, but  when  once  united  their  power  is 
feltljya^  whole  conttnent  as  they  rash  oir 
to  the  sea.  One  such  stream  may  be  found 
I  to 


where  a  plain,  simple  Scotch  girl  takes  up 
the  duties  of  her.  home  at  Inverkeithing. 
Among  her  many  other  duties  is  the  care  of 
a  little  boy.  In  one  whole  year  this  boy 
"Robbie"  was  the  only  addition  made  to 
the  church  of  whiclj  his  parents  were  mem- 
bers. What  kind  of  a  pastor  could  that 
have  been  making  only  one  addition  to  his 
church  in  a  whole  year?  What  kind  of  a 
record  will  he  havfe  upon  the  minutes  of  his 
General  Assembly?    Wait  and  see. 

Over  near  Glasgow  there  is  another  stream 
in  a  factory,  a  ten  year  old  boy  working  as 
a  piecer,  and  studying  his  Latin  grammar. 
When  those  two  streams  come  together  you 
will  have  the  overflow  of  the  Nile  enriching 
the  continent  of  Africa.      And    what   an 
ever-widening  stream    of  influence    those 
two  men,  Robert  Moffat  and  David  Living- 
stone, have  made  in  this  dark  world !         ** 
Look  not  lightly,  let  me  say  again,  upon 
any  event,  or  upon  any  service  you  may  be 
called  upon  to  render  in  this  world,  for 
influence  is  progressive.      No  one  knows 
the  hour  when  his  action  may  prove  to  have 
been  a.  crisiiB.    Years  afterwards  may  prove" 
that  what  seemed  at  the  time  trivial  was  truly 
momentous.  m 
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A  single  fact  will  illustrate  this  truth.  In 
1876  we  set  out  to  show  the  world  what  we 
had  accomplished  as  Americans  by  giving 
a  centennial  exhibition  of  our  products  to 
the  world.  The  question  of  whether  we 
should  respect  the  Lord's  day,— one  of  the 
institutions  that  had  gone  a  long  way 
toward  making  us  what  we  are,  came  up. 
As  it  ever  is,  the  worldly,  and  the  latitiidi- 
narian,  atid  the  godless,  wanted  the  exhibi- 
tions to  go  on  seven  days  ii^  the  week, 
using  that  shallow  subterfuge  about  the 
wcftking  people  having  no  other  time  to  see 
it.  A  meeting  of  exhibitors  was  held  td 
to  decide  the  question,  after  much  pressure 
had  been  brought  to  bear  upon  the  direc- 
tors. In  the  center  of  the  main  building 
was  the  mighty  Corliss  engine  that  was  to 
furnish  the;  power  for  the.  machinery  of  the 
whole  exhibition.  On  the  occasion  above, 
its  maker,  Stephen  Corli.ss,  was  presiding 
and  listened  to  the  arguments  pro  and  con, 
when  he  called  some  one  else  to  the  chair, 
and  stepping  up  to  the  platform  of  his 
engine,  placed  his  hand  upon  the  piston 
T^od"  aild  said  coolly  buTftrmty:  **  Gentle- 
men, you  may  talk'  a/much  as  you  like,  but 


•  this  rod  of  mine  will  not  beat  one  stroke  on 
the  Lord's  day."  A  single  action  of  one 
man  settled  the  matter.  When  the  world 
came  here  in  i8f6  they  saw  that  among 
other  things  we  had  in  the  United  States  ' 
was  a  Sabbath.  But  this  action  went  far-  . 
ther.  When  France,  in  -1878,  gave  her 
exposition  at  Paris  and  invited  the  world 
to  the  gay  city,  following  the  example  of 
Philadelphia,  England  and  America  covered 
^  their  exhibits  on  the  Lord's  day. 
■  'v  Another  battle  was  fought  in  1893  at  the 
Columbian  exhibition  at  Chicago,  but  Sun- 
day was  still  observed.  The  influence  of 
Stephen  Corliss  in  '76  flows  .on,  and  history 
has  proved  that  day  to  have  been  a  crisis. 


III.     Look  not  lightly  upon  any  slatimi  or 

condition  in  life  in  which  you  may  have 

been  Providentially  placed. 


There  k  no  sphere  in  life  in  which  you 
may  not  Be  a  power  for  good.     Neither  is 
there  any  misfortune  that  may  befall  yoti?^ 
that  may  not  be  turned  into  a_  blessing  'far— 


yourself  and  the  world  about  you.    One  of 
the  evils  of  to-day  is  that  of  despising  our 


station.  Men  are  not  willing  to  fill  tfie  place 
that  God  'made  them  for;  they  want  to  be' 
governors  of  states,  "walk  through  the  halls 
of  congress,  or  represent  nations  at  foreign 
courts.  Young  women  are  not  content  to 
learn  how  to  cook  well;  but  prefe^r  to  be 
merchants,  and  pay  all  their  earnings  for 
board  and  lodging,  living  homeless;  cheer- 
less lives.  ( 

Did  you  ever  think  that  God  had  all  the 
world  to  choose  from  when  He  placed  you? 
He  could  have  made  you  a  queen,  an  heir- 
ess, a  literateur,  an  artist  of  note,  or  a  world 
renowned  mu.sician.  Perhaps  He  made  you 
a  cook  or  a  housemaid.  If  He  did,  He  put 
your  soul  where  it  wo^d  be  surrounded 
with  just  such  influences  as  He  knew  would 
make  you  what  He  intended  you  to  be. 
God  had  all  power,  all  wisdom,  and  all  love,' 
when  He  made  you,  and  He  placed  you 
where  you  are  because  He  saw  that  in  your 
present  sphere  there  is  for  you  the  shortest 
cut  to  the  highest  life. 

In  teaching  this  I  am  not  attempting  to 
check  progress,  nor  cut  the  nerve  of  enter- 
prise. Never  be  satisfied  to  crawl  if  you 
can  fly,  only  don't  try' to  fly  as  the  tortoise 
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did  without  wings.    Neve^^stop  at  medioc- 
rity if  you  can  rise  to  the  level  of  par  excel- 
lence.   Bt^  in  every  sphere  there  is  an 
excellence.    No  circle  is  so  small  that  we 
cannot  rest  the  fpot  of  a  ladder,  in  it  and 
climb  up  into  a  larger  one.    EVery.  station  ^ 
may  be  made  'to  minister  to  genius,  and  ■" 
become'  a  sphere  of  art.    You  can  make 
your  present,  station  in  life  a  fulc^m  on 
which  to  lift  the  world  around  you. 
i.  Young  woman  in  society,  there  is  no  bet-  ^  _ 
ter  soil  for  sowing  good  seed  than  in  your 
sphere.    In  due  season  you  shall  reap  if  you 
faint  not.  -And  you  in  the  schoolroom,  you     . 

'  scatter  seed  upon  the  virgin  soil  ''of  human- 
ity^ where  weeds  have  neither  poisoned  it 
nor  sapped  its  strength.  Shall  I  say  that 
yours  is  better?  It  is  at  least  peculiar,  and 
has  in  it  great  hope  of  reward.    And  you 

^  who  toil  in  office,  factory,  shop,  place  of 
public  or  private  trust,  your  part  of  the  field 
is  no  less  important  and  your  harvest  time 
will' be  enriched  with  quite  as  many  sheaves. 
Be  true  to  your  God,  yourself  and  your 
sphere.  Ennoble  your  position  by  being__ 
-^Tiobte  IffH.  faithfulness  in  3^our  sphere, 
however  small,  may  be  used  of  Qod  for  a 


wide  and  permanent  influence  for  good. 
For  instance:  How  many  times  young 
women  have  entered  homes  of  magnificence 
to  care  for  the  children  9s  nurse  hr  gov- 
erness, and,'  although  living  in  circum- 
scribed circles,  have '  left  their  lasting 
impress  upon  those  who  came  under  their 
care?  In  after  years  these  have  traced  the  -^ 
inspiration  of  their  lives  to  some  true,  gen- 
tle, faithful  young  woman  of  earlier  years. 
The  stories  of  true  history  upon  this  point 
would  weary  yoju.  A  notable  example  is  " 
the  seventh  Earl  of  Shaftsbury,  bom  in 
1 80 1.  His  biography  will  relate  the  story 
of  the  improvement  of  the  working  classes 
in  England ;  bis  name  will  be  among  the 
presidents  of  the  London  Bible  Society, 
and  Protestant  Alliance;  and,Jre  may  be 
cit^d  as  one  of  the  most  aggressive  English- 
men of  this  century.  Jt  was  a.  nurse,  that  . 
made  Shaftsbury  wliat  he  was. 

We' persuade  ourselves  that  if  we  were 
mighty  intellectual  forces  in  the  commun- 
ity like  some  Emerson,  or  held  command-^.: 
ing  positions/ of  influence  like  Frances 
Willard,  we  cbuTd  dosom^thing.  But  what 
we  need  id  to  be  convinced  that  we  influ- 


ence  the  world  now,  and  can  do  so  wher- 
ever we  are,  and  in  whatever  station  in  life 
we  may  be  placed.     This  is  the  point  1    . 
wish  to  keep  before  you. 

Here  is  a  young  Irishman,  a  cab  driver    - 
for  a'  liyery  stable.     His  station  is  a  smal'l 
dhe,— menial  service,  few  friends,  and  many 
.temptations.     What  can  he  do?     He  was 
taking  a  lecturer  to  meet  an  engagement 
in  one  of  the  towns  of  Ireland.     It  was  in  a  ** 
pouring  rain,  and  at  a  tavern  by  the  way 
the  lecturer.  Rev.  Thomas  Guthrie,  stopped 
to  get  a  hot  toddy.     In  ;he  kindness  of  his 
heart  he  thought  of  the  driver  suflFering 
from  the  same  exposure  as  himself,  and 
ordered  one  for  Ifim.     The  gla^^as  refused 
pcilitely,  much  to  the  astoiiishment,  and 
somewhat    to    the  ^rebuke    of  the    great 
preacher.       Asking    why    he  refused  the 
Doctor  received  this  reply:     "I  have  seen 
so  many  of  my  companions,  car  drivers,  go 
to  ruin  through  drink,  that  I  reSblved  some 
time  ago  that  I  would  never  taste  another 
drop;  and  up  tothis  time  I  laJli  kept  my 
resolve."        ^^  "^ 


T'fiewji^s  touched  Guthrie,  and  for  the 
fht 


time  beidg  he  thought  nq  more  t^ut  hia 


lecture.  By  th^  time  he  had  ~  returned  to 
Scedand  fro«i  his  lecturing  tour,,  the  speech 
of  tpe  car  dr^'er  h^d  burned  intoltk  very 
soul,  and  he  added  to  his  work  another  line 
of  acti^ty.  When  you  read  of  the  temper- 
ance reforms  in  Scotland  about  the  year 
1850,  and  when  you  take  up  that  book 
/.'  Guthrie's  Plel  fpr  Drunkards,-'  think  of  th^ 
Irish  car  ^ver  who  was  their  .inspiration. 

Let  us  not  be  weary  in  well  doing,  no 
matter  what  our  condition,  misfortune  or 
station  in  life.  What  can  a  little  deaf  and 
dumb  girl  do  for  humanity?  One  thing,  at 
least;  she  can  be  cheerful.  '  Alice  Cogswell, 
of  Hartfocd,  Conn.,  known  as  "the  prisoner 
of  silence,"  became  th&  means  of  establish- 
ing the  first  school  for  deaf  i^utes  in  Amer- 
ica, and  now  there  are  score^  of  them  all* 
over  the  world.  Through  faer  patience, 
cheerfulness,-,willingness  to  respond  to  the 
efforts  of  .science  in  her  behalf,  the  deaf 
hear  and  the  dumb  speak. 

Each  life  is  part  of  a  great  whole;  each 
drop  of  water  is  one  that  helps  to  make  the 
ocean ;  each  grain  of  sand  holds  its  place  in 
makirig  np^-theearfe;~^€aeb  mortal  thread 


of  life  is  one  that  God  weaves  into  his 
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infinite  web.  One  broken  thread  mars  the 
perfection  of  that  web.  Some  threads  may 
be  of  brighter  colors^some  may  be  a  part 
of  the  brilliant  figure,  or  some  may  be  seen 
only  ,n  the  ground  work  and  on  the  reverse 
side  at  that ;  but  no  web  is  perfeqt  with  a 
broken  threfed! 

.»    "One  small  life  i„  Gal's  great  plan, 

How  futile  it  seems  as  the  ages  roll 

Do-wlia^  it  may,  or  strive  how  it  can, 

To  alter  the  sweep  of  the  infinite  plan  •        ' 

A  single  stitch  in  an  infinite  web.     " 

A  drop  in  an  ocean's  flow  and  ebb  • 

But  the  pattern  is  rent  where  the  stitch  is  lost         . 

Or  marred/«-here  the  tangled  tlireads  h^ve  cro'ssed- 

And  each  life  that  fails  of  its  true  intenV 

Mars  the  perfect  plan  that  the  Master  meant." 


